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FI!'l'Y YEARS ON: 
The wnrs of this century hllve brought about on immense amount of 

change. Modem war has speeded up progress . 
There is something ironical in tho fact that , to a large extent , 

ve ova our present high s tandard of living to th e two world vars which 

are a blot on th o lifeti mes of so mnny. llit hout the first vorl d war 
which st.'.lrted fifty years ago this month civil avi a tion would have been 

much slower in getting into its stride . ile should hllve hlld much 
loneer to wait for the joys of radio , and other blessings which we 
toke for grnnted to-day . llhethe r the world would have been a be tter 

place now without those tvo vars is o moot point . It would certainly 

hllve been quieter wul more leisurely for a good deal lo nger . 
It is interesting to tolce stock of the effects on our own hobby 

of th e two world wars , Tho fi r st one had but little lasting effect on 
the old papers, The second one destroyed them, 

As we commented lost month, it i s obvious thllt when war occurred 

in August 1914 there was on enormous outl"t of periodicals of nll 
types for youngsters , Tho only mediate effect vas the war flavour 

which was introduced into most of them, but the papers carried on much 
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as tef~ . For a long time, there was no reduction in size or 

increase in price . 
There seemed to be no shortage of paper , nor , apporently , was 

there an,y concern that such a shortage might coce , In late 1914 ru,d 

in 1915 plenty of new periodicals were issued to join tho mass of 

established ones , Man,y of th ... were war mngo.zines, but the Nelson 

Lee Library 11nd the Sexton Blake Librory vere both launched in 1915, 

As lato llS Hovembor 1915 the Groyfriars Herold llllS introduced to an 

admiring juvenilo p.,blic , Tho price - one halfpenny , 

In 1915, to celobrote a change of editorship, th o Boy's Friond 

issued severol giant numbers with mighty , glossy -popered coloured 

covers , the like of which was never to be seen Q€8in , Those papers 

make a fllScinoting study , 
llobody seems to have al.lowed for the fact that the war might last , 

Yet it does not appear to hsve been 11n un~ted var , A browse over 

the old popers issued between 1907 wxl 1914 shows plenty of stories 

which told of mythical wars between Brito.in 11nd Gennnny, When war 

broke out a serial , "The Legions of the Kru.ser," had bocn running for 

some time in the Boy' s Friend, It strikes me as rather odd that thin 

was so , There WllS no such "jumping the gun" before 1939 so far as I 

con remember. 
The first indication of !lnY shortage came in the autumn of 1915 

when the lla8net replaced its red cover with a white ono. Even then, 

it WllS merely the shortage of a cer tain dye , 
It was not until 1916 that one saw periodicals growing smaller , a 

process which was to continue in 1917, when shortag e becanes obvious , 

Papers were amalgamated ; all were drllStically reduced in size , Yet 

the number of real casualties on the book stalls was fairly small , 

Prices rose from 1d to 1-:d, The 3d libraries rose to 4d, Such 

increases are almost laUBhable to-day, 
The Greyfriars Herald had only lasted 16 weeks , It vanished in 

1916, The amazing thing is that it was ever issued at all , Others 

disappeared es time went on, sane for good, The Pency Pop.,lar went 

in 1918, but after the o.nnistice it was soon back again , with no 

change at all in its format . 
After tho var most papers quickly inc r eased their size w1 thout 

aey increase in price , By 1922, papers like the Magnet and the Gan 

bad risen from 16 pages to 24 pages , still at 1-:d, In the autumn of 

that year, all the pop.,lar periodicals were ago.in increased in size , 

coloured covers were introduced , and the price rose to 2d, They were 

almost back as it was in the beginning , And they rsnained so , for 



Page .. 4 __ , ........... .... - .. ---·--··-····--· - ···--·-··-·- ... - .... - . .. ·--··" "'- ····-· ···- ···· ·- ""'""'-· 
the most part , until late 1939. 

So, al thou8h th ere were maey chllnges , due t o the coming and going 
of n great war , the effects were not so very substantial in the world 
of boys ' papers . 

How different were things when the second world war started l 
Within n few months almost all th e old papers wer e gone , and they have 
never come back . Just what was the reason? 

It is clear that casualty and change i n the first world war was 
due to a paper shor tage which only slowly was felt . In the secooo 
war , the sudden collapse of the book empire was a shock for all who 
bou8'J.t the period i cals . Either th e printing world was less prepared 
or else preparation was made against a shortag e which must eventua lly 
come. 

Rising costs were n minor factor after 1918 , But from 1945 costs l 
went up and up - and they are still rising . The dearth of periodicals • 
to-day is not due to lnck of interest among the youngsters, as has been 
vacuously suggested sometimes . It is due to prohibitive production 
costs . Those cos t s must surely be attribu t ed largely to the greed of 
mankind. Maey people , already highly paid , are constantly demanding 
s till higher pay. And finns , making gigantic profits , are all out 
for still hi gher profits. If the hi ghly paid would take a little 
less and the employers would be cont ented with smaller profits, wa 
might nll benefit . Only then could we see on the market once again 
grand old papers like tho Magnet, the Nelson Lee, and the Union Jack. 
And probably not even t hen. The old papers we possess are r elics of 
n lost art . 

THANKS roR THE POSTCARDS: 
Scores of r eaders when on holidsy remember to drop n picture 

postcard to this office . They bring delight t o the heart of your 
ancie nt editor , who is thus enabled to share your travels. Every 
card goes up on the walls of the editorial den, Maey thanks to you 
al l for the kir>ily thoughts . 

THE ANNUAL: 
We repeat th e appeal , made last month, for contributions to th o 

1964 C. D. Annual. lie are now in high SUllllller, and Christmas seems a 
l ong way off . But time is passing. · Please do not leave it too 
l ate . THE EDUOR 
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Last mont.h Collect era' Digest carried a NV 1ew ot RID PU6H AND CllFJ,SEP'AUlI', a deligh tf ul 
ne" book written b)' ~RKSON ROBE, 111:)St brill iant atar or Ute tnglt§l Hustc Ha ll. ttr. 
Rose came across our rev i ew, and has now sent us the tollow lng charming articl e which he 
has written espec lallY tor the Dige st . We presen t it to you wi th the greatest pl easure. 
Although It does not deal wi th our cm hobby, It goes back. to the time Jlb.lch was m e hey
day or the ol d boys' papers , and tn the littl e true- l it e story which Hr. Rose relates, 
we can detec t something of the •pla, the game' sp i rit lllhlch th e grand old papers ln st llled 
tn us. In passing , Clarkson A.ose•s awt tl ccnt show n.llNXLE ts one or r.be main attrac
tions of LlandlldnO Vlhere l t ts pl aying f Ol' the sumier season . So he brings you a breath 
ot the sea In this, our August usue, _ • _ _ • 

"STRIKE'" 
By CLARKSON ROSE 

Strikes seem to be " prominent featu r e of th e Brit is h way of' lif e 
at the moment, and even occur in our profession , so perhaps it is not 
inopportun e for me to rec al l r,zy first experience of a s trik e in the 
theatre, 

It was a t the · Opera House, fur ton-on- Trent in 1912; I was a 
member of Estelle Ste '1d' s Shnkespe arenn Repertoire Company; old er 
reade rs will r ecall th a t Estell e was th e daughter of t he famous 
Spirituali s t - T, W, St ead , of the "Strand lfu8azine , " and she had spent 
n lot of th e money he had l eft her in going into management, being her 
own leading l ady , and touring r eally lavish productions of "Hamle t , " 
"The Taming of the Shrew,•• "Romeo and Juliet , 11 "Richard III, 11 "Twelf th 
Night ," "Henry V11 and "The Merchant of Venice . " Her leading man and 
partn er was u fin e actor of his day , who had done s pl endi d work at 
London' s Lyceum Theatre - Fanner Ske in - and sho l eft all bus in ess 
arrangemen t s to him. Skein was incli ned to be rild and tempe s tuous, 
and if he had had one too many I could be awkward, 

It wos th e Frid ay and the last week of t he tour; a disp..,t e had 
ari se n among members of th e company as to th e paymen t of the artist s ' 
fa r es back to t own (London) , Skein had re fu sed , They c,ime to mo · 
and as ked i f I would join them in a s trike which they proposed to 
stage at tho beginning of the trial s cene in "The Merchant of Veni ce" 
that night . Now Est elle Stead had given me r,zy firs t chance in Shakes 
peare , and I had , what in those deys , I considered a good job - i , e. 
£2, 1 Os, Od. per week, for which I provided r,zy own swords and ti ghtsll 
My contrac t contained nothing about the payment of fares back to town, 
and a l though , perhaps, I should have seen that it did, the fact that 
it didn't, in r,zy opinio n, made it wrong for me t o join the s trikers, 
and I refused , and becamo what they call ed a 'blackl eg . 1 

"""""""" The .. curtain .. rose ,, on .. the .. Tri a l ... Scene, .. and,,., wit h }h e .. exception ,,of ... 
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Miss Stead as Portia , and her friend and assistant - as Nerissa , and 
an elderly acto r named Stirling, who was the fuke, there was no-one on 
the stage except 111¥Sel f , who was playing the small part of Salorino , 

It happened that , _having understudied all the parts, with the 
exception of Shy:lock, I knew t he lines, nnd I just w:uked from place 
to place on the stage , and spoke Bassanio ' s , Grationio's, Antonio ' s 
and so on - - in fact, the lot ll Skein was quite unperturbed, nnd 
the scene finished to a really solid round of epplause . How we got 
through tho rest of th e play , I do not know, but we did , and, a t the 
fi!llll curtain, Skein made a speech in which he told th e audi ence that 
the re hsd been a strike, brought me forward, nnd gave me very fulsome 
praise, and begged the audience to noto that "The Taming of the Shrew" 
would definitely be played at tanorrow's matinee and night show, He 
sent for mo af t erwards , and told me to sit up al l night o.nd l elll'Il th e 
po.rt of wcentio, which is almost as big none as Petruchio's, My "' 
land l ady got mo some black coffee , nnd I sat up and l earnt as !"uch of 
it as I could, The next day, at a brief rehearsal, to which he had 
called in several local amateurs , we did a sketchy run- throu8h , and , 
at the matine e , the show went through quite well , with the aid of a 
prompter , Aft er the final curtain on Saturday night , he sont for me, 
gavo mo 111¥ fare back to town, and a present of two. quidll 

I was quite naturally shunned by tho other actors , who had gone 
into the gallery for the final performance, expecting to see some · 
chaos, and they were all on the station on the Sunday morning , and , of 
course, gave me tho cold· shoulde r , but I conf ess to a little chuckle 
of triumph when Nr, Skei n and Miss Stead arri ved, and gave me V,I, P, 
treatment , by inviting me into their compartmentll 

There was no sue\> thing as Equity in those days, protecting the 
rights of actors and actresses, There .!!!!!. what was known as the 
Actors I Association, which had very little power. The circumstances 
were reported to them, and they sant for m~, but there was no 
reprimand in fact, one of the old actors on the Commi ttoo , followed 
me downetairs , after the meeting, and said, in the real actor-laddie 
manner - "~ te right, 111¥ boy - - the curtain must go up" II 

BOOKBINDING 
ALL TYPES OF BINDINGS UNDmTAKm: BOOKS REOOUND OR REPAIRED: 

Q UALITY WORKMANSH I P 

3 IIEA'l'lmmmE CLOSE, MITCHAM, ™ • TEL: MIT, 3837 
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LUNCH WITH LESLIE CIIARTERISI By W. O. G. Lofts 

Mr. L. s. Elli ot t i n the June issuo of C.D, asks readers if th ey 
r emember THE THRILLER, I can r eply th!lt most certainly ve do l As 
Mr, Elliott so rightly poi nts out, many now wor ld fomous aut hors made 
their first appearance there - in cl uding Leslie Char t eri s creat or of 
THE SAINT - known t o mill ions of peopl e th roughout the world . 

As most members of tho London O.B.B. C. are aware , it has been my 
good fortune to be in l engthy corr espondenc e with Mr. Leslie Chart ori s 
out in Fl orida , in conn ection with n full l ength art icl e I have writt en 
for th e Fle e tway Publications IIDXlRD giving full de ta ils of his stories 
in THE THRILLIB - and on authentic accowit of th e history of WE SAINT 
in films /T , V,/comic s trips and so on, This will a l so appea r in THE 
SAINT MAGAZTh'E at a later da t e - but I nm hopi ng when t he copyrigh t 
question has been se ttl e d I can do an abridged ve rsion for tho C. D. or 
Annual , 

Quit e recently I mot Leslie Chart ori s in London, vhcn we hnd a 
four hour lwich s ession - which would hnve been th e envy of Bi lly Bunter 
~t one of London' s l eadi ng hotels ! Six fe et 1" tall - l oan and ex tr eme
ly fit nt th o age of 57 ; an extremely pl easant and friendly disposition 
speak i ng with a soft t ransa tl anti c drnwl ; my fi rm convi c tion th a t Mr. 
Chnrteris had bas ed his charac t er T"!IE SAINT on hims elf seemed mor e 
f eas i bl e as our talks progressed , 

Born at Si ngapore , the so n of a surgeon , our wri tcr at on ea rly 
age hnd an ur ge to wri tc , and like many famous authors produced his own 
magazines , Not havi ng the ability to draw - he cheated th e a rt work 
by drawing mat chs tic k figures in later years when he wanted a c,illing 
co.xd for th e SAI!IT - he r emembered hio ear l y youthful effor t s - and 
jus t added a halol F.ducat ed at Cambridge - he neve r read THE MAGNET 
or Glll - but witil the age of 12 was an avid r ender of CHUMS - and can 
remember vividly reading the yearly bound red volumes of stories of 
pirates - swashbuckl ing adven tur ers , and these s t ories influenced him a 
grea t denl to writ e in l a t er years thrilling sto ri es about THE SAINT, 
As Mr, Elli ott rightly point s out tho firs t eve r SAINI' story was pub
li shed by Ward Lock &: Co. a yeo.r or so befo r o the Tl!RILLER appea r ed -
thi s was enti tlcd "Meet the Tf8er " - and was in cid ent al ly r eprinted in 
THE BOYS FRI END LIBRARY retitled 'Hidden Gold I in the 30s - when the 
author ' s name was not given, I should think t his issue extreme ly 
vo.luabl e to any coll ec t or who may have a copy! 

Bef or e pass i ng on to CHUMS, Les li e Chart eri s as a toddle r was v ery 
fond of Tig er Tim ruxl tho Bruin Boys, Writing very littl e these days , 
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his stories arc s t ill Bolling i n umptoon editions that he wrot e before 

the second world var - vi th a f\irth or 39 instolmento to be !Dllde of tho 

hii;bly successt'Ul T,V. SAIIIT series fonturing Roger Moore os SiJ:ion 

Templ:ir, Nevertheless ho a lways remembers his early days on Tl!E 

Tl!RILIS!, and is grotet'Ul for th o great support and interest by tho 

CIQI\Y old roc.ders of the popllar ~tod Pross 7/6 Ml l ongth 

thri ll er s t ory for 2dl 

'rnE HIDDEll LIFE OF FRANK RICJ!AIUS By TOIIY GLYNN 

'nlo other day , I Cllllle across a couple of rel!linders of tho hidd en 

life of Frank Richards. Strictly spooking , I Ill!! not o 11,imil toni an, 

t>lthough I havo olv ays en.joyed n Cherleo 11.omilton otory , pnrticulnrly 

a Greyfrinrs one, so I offer tho "hidd en l ife" period of Hamilton ' s 

co.roor to vnluo.blo Hamiltonians l iko our editor or J;r. Roger Jenkins . 

Doubtless , th ey vill fim it n r ovnrding field for research vhon 

others hnvo driod up. 
By th o "hidden lifo" of Fronk Richards, I moan th at twilight 

period when th e "llo&net" and "Gem" wero no more, but when Fronk Richards 

v:is finding employment fo r hi s pen vherover o.n opening pres ented itself. 

Of r,irticul:ir interest is th e period a t th e om of th o var , and just 

of t er it, when paper rotioning wns l ess tight, but Homil ton hlld net yet 

foum hi s nev le nso of lif e in the Buntor Book:! and on tel evis ion , 

Ny two reminders of this period nro a copy of "Autumn Pi e , " for 

1945 and o 20 poeo booklot "Top Stl>iy a t Toiw:un," dating from about 

1947. 
I discovered th ... omong somo books which I had kopt stored """¥ 

and uneponed for severa l years and I hove retoinod them from Tlllf boy

hood simply beCtlWle th ey contain the vork of Fronk Richards , 

"Pie" is o magnzino nov forgot t on, but it was o smart 11 ttl e 

magnzino p,t out by Butchinsons during the latter r,irt of t he var . 

Fronk Richards had o regular spo t in it vi t h his "Chronicles of 

.. 
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Carcroft . " The only story in this sories I ever road i s the one in 
this issue for Autumn 1945. It is called "Roger' s Way• and th o mago
zino makes a point of mentioning that its author is "F'rnnk Richards , 
the mi:m who inv ent ed Billy Buntor .• 

Carcroft was a vtigUcly Grcyfrinrs-like school am the hero of this 
Wo i s D.tdley Vano-Cart e r, co.ll od V .c. for short, in tribut e to his 
courogc . Ho is rath e r l nnauid ,ind given to taldng risks lik e going 
down to n i:ub collod Tho Lobster Smnck to ploco a bet. llhat s tri kes 
mo about him is that wo 1vc met aomobody rather lik o him el sewhore -
our ol d friend Herbor t Vernon-Smith of Groyfriors. fudl oy Vane
Cort or , however, scans to lock t ho vicious streak the Bounder somet imes 
disp l i:yod. 

Como to think of it, there o.re others on the scene who look like 
pale shadows of old fri ends. The "Cllrcroft Co.," 1t1ade up of three 
fell ows nomed Compton , Drake s.nd Lee, s eEm to have some of the 
characteris t ics of five famous fellows we used to know at Greyfriars. 
'lbere is a Lord Tnlboys , who i s not lik ely to replace de:ir old Mauly 
in my aff ections , and there is a fat boy called Turkey Tuck who s t onl s 
othe r people's grub and roninds us of - but , there, why should I labour 
the point? 

Perhaps the wri ti ng was a shade sli cker thl:m the averag e Fronk 
Richards ' tale in the Haane t, but "Pie" was sophist i ceted qwirterly 
nnd not spec ifically a boys ' cogazine . 

"Top Study at Topham" is another matter . It ie specifical l y a 
boys ' i:ublication . I t is No. 1 in the "Mascot School boy Seri es ," 
J:Ublished by Jolul llatthew (Publishers) Ltd., Blocficld St ., E.C. 2. 
Whether there was " number 2 in the series , I do not know, for this 
dates , as I havo so.id , from sbout 1947, a peri od notorious for the 
mushrocxning of ccmic papers and J:Ulp piblicatiaae . 

It is interesting to note the choice of name for this undoubtedly 
short-l ived series. "Mascot" is quite cl ose t o "Magnet" am, as in 
tho case of the "Pie" yarns , the reader i s reminded that the story is 
by "Frank Richard s , autho r of Billy Bunter." In this twilight per i od , 
Frank Richards seemed to cli ng t o his ear lier r eputat i on as to a life
line and he probably knew when turning out yarns like "Top Study at 
Topham" that this 1188 merely work fo r 11 mushroom growth Md he was oot 
likely to start aey new tradi tions . 

'!be story itse l f is pretty much of 11 mucluless. It foatu r es Bob 
Hood and, while this is only number one of the ser ies , we are told on 
the heading t hat it is "A Bob Hood st ory , " as if there """ already an 
established body of Bob Hood stories . Japing plays a strong part in _______ ... ___ ._,,.., ____ ,_,_,,_..,. ..... _.,,.. 
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It deals with the meeting of Bob Hood and Harry Vane. Vane !! a 

new chap, on his Wa;' to Topham School and the opening scene i s set op 
the train - a good Hmilton s itu ation . There is a fat boy called 
Buney Binks in the story but he is sanewhat less objectionab l e than 
Bunter. 

Note the Hamilt onian penchant for using the same names. Vane
Carter, Harry Vane and Binks. Didn ' t :&.inter have an "Uncl e Cart er" 
somewhere and didn ' t Hamil ton , as Martin Clifford , write of Binks the 
boot- boy at st . Jim ' s? 

And while on the subject of nemes, here's a thing . that interests 
me. 

The Head at Topham is one Dr. Carfax . 
carfax is the name of the cent ral l andmark in Ol<ford and, when I 

first went there in 1948, t here was a cutler ' s shop inmediately across \, 
the s treet f rom Carfax Tower. The name emblazoned above the windmr 
was one with vhich I was familiar, thanks to Frank Richard s , but I had 
never hitherto encountered it in real life , It was Quelch. 

The cutl er ' s ahop i s s till there , although it has changed owner-
ship . Nevertheles s, under the new owner's name, there i s a reminder 
in bracket s that it is a continuat i on of the very ol d- established finn 
of Quelch, 

Has anyone ever met up with this unusual name in real l i fe, - or 
i s i t a w,ique name, likely to be encountered only by those who knew 
an old-estab li shed shop across from Carf ax Tower? 

Carfax . Quelch . The names of two· Frank Richards ' schoolmasters , 
one obscure and the other world famous. 

Can it be that Charles Hamilton had another hidd en life , - one 
with an Oxford settipg'? 

* * * * * 
A Visit to Apple Trees By Roger M, J enkins 

It was a perfect Jun e day, hot and cloudless , with a slight sea 
breeze blowing on to t he Kent coast , and th e air was heayy wit h the 
fr88I"'D"e of flo wers , I t might have been the setting for any sunmer 
story in the Magnet , In point of fact, John 11ernham and I were 
le aving Rose Lawn vi th Miss Hood for a trip to Apple Trees , which was 
probably Charles Hamilton' s favourite residence . 

l!awkinge is the firs t village out of Folkestone on the London 
Road, and it was here , in 1914, af t er returniz18 from the Continent 
when war broke out , that ~'harles Hamilton stopped his taxi at the Post 



Offi.Cl8 to enquire whether there was a room available in the vill!J8e • 
.Ali i t' happened, there wns a room available at the Post Office itself , 

abd thi s was his first connection with the villnge he was to kno w ond 

love so well. On his morning lfllllc acroas tho fields he would stop and 

exchange a friendly word with lliss Hood, then a child on her way to 
school . 

Evon thon , Charles l!Bmil ton was something of a wanderer , and might 
l eave Hawkingo fo r a vi sit to Hampstead Garden Suburb or his cott!J8 0 in 
&.icks ( where he spent much of llorld War II) but Hawkingo olways seomod 

to draw him back . In 1919 , he t ook Clyde Cottage in !lawkinge an:! Miss 

Beveridg e, his housekeeper , I'8JI it fo r hi!, . It is a scall , gaunt , 
lfro'/ cot t!J8e (now with another name) , but Apple Tre es was being bui lt , 

and was r eady in 1921. 
To visit Apple Tr oos one must go seversl miles out of the vi l lage , 

and then loove the car in a winding lane, o.nd take a s te eply descending 

footpath to t he garden g:,te . The garden slopes steeply down to the 

bungolow, which is completely sheltered from most of tho bod weat he r 
and all noise of trsffi c , and enjo ys fin e vi ews across th e Downs. It 

is n tiny cottage with two small bedrooms, :, kitchen , and a living 

room, and provided an id eal retreat for a busy author . In 1921 it had 

oil lamps , parsff i n for heating and cooking, and only well water . It 
is not surprising that oven as late as 1938 Charles Hamilton would say 

without any warning that Miss Hood was to pack thin8S up as a car was 
ordered to taku them from Rose Lawn to the heart of the country . I 

think , by the way , that the bungolow described in Ma&net 1365 has m3J\Y 

points of resanb lan ce with Apple Trees , down to the tel ephone which 

constituted th e only sign of modernity. 
Building res t ri c tions were troublesom e even in 1921, and a sun 

parlour that was added at the back of the house had to be buil t entir el: 

of wood. I n the garden was n small pond, and Charl es Hamil ton used to 
enjoy boating with the certain knowledge that he was never far from 
shore . It was only ·th e steepness of tho ascen t from the cottage that 

caused Charles Hamilton to give up visiting it after 1938, and it was 
sold after the war. The name of the bungalow was then changed to 

Peaceha ven, but it i s good to know thllt it is agai n called Apple Trees 
today , th e old name having been revived by its present owners who nro , 

curiously enough, ol d friends of Miss Hood. So not all tho links 

Iii th the past have been severed . 
Back at Rose Lown I fell to musing about the substitute writers . 

Evon though Charles Hamilton wrot e al l t he Magnet s tories of t er No. 
1220 , there were of oourso substitute stories in the Holidny Annuals 
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right to the end, and an odd passage or two in Magnet stories would be 
written in so that th e artist could provide a strildng cover picture 
nov and again . Some years ago I instanced the cover picture of l!Bgnet 
1369 as an eXllll!pl e of this interpo l ation. At Rose Lawn at an e.!lrli er 
date I bad noticed that Charl es Hamil ton rod indignant l y scored through 
a passage in Magnet 1432 which was written in to provide tho artist 
with a cover picture ( there was no rea l reason why Fanner Piker should 
lay his whip round Billy Bunter in that story) . On thi s occasion at 
Rose lawn I saw t hat in a Holiday Annual the words "By Frank Richards" 
were heavily scored through in pencil, and in a 1940 Holiday Annual 
tho I/hole of an offending Rookwood story had been torn out roughly am 
with obvious fe eling . I could not help fe eling glad that he had been 
spared this vexatious troub l e for the rest of his life . As he said 
t o me in a lett er dated 1946, "It is n groat relief to my mind to have 
done with oth er writers butting into my work, which used t o get me +, 
very often into a st.'.lte of exasperation . ~!y present publishers would 
not dream of that ld:id of thing , even in a nightmare." 

LFJI' 'S BE OONTROVIBSIAL 

No, 7S. THE RIO KID' S GOLD-MINE 
A f ew days ago, while browsing through a box of oddments among my 

tr easures , I = e upon a Boy' s Friend Library . It was "The Rio Kid ' s 
Gold-Mine." Feeling in tho mood, I read it , once a;;.rln t o f al l under 
the spe ll ns I had done many times befo r e . 

Individual tastes differ , but I think that very few readers who 
know the entire Rio Kid series would _qUArrel with me when I say that 
this was the finest of them all . "The Rio Kid's Gold-Mine" did, in 
fact , appear twice i n the Boy's Friend Library , a concrete indi cat i on 
of its qual ity, 

I t originally was published , as eight seperate stories, in tho 
Popular of 1928, very early in the Rio Kid series , As I have con
fessed before, llhen I r ead those stories as a youngster, it never 
occurred to me tha t Charles Hamilton was the author, though the Kid 
tales were the only ones which misled me, I was fooled by tho perfect 
weste rn atmosl"ere and idiom which the writer welded so sldlfully , 
almost lazily, into the tales he was producing , Reading than to-d ay, 
I find cow,tless Hamil ton touches, and I can only marvel at my lack of 
coamon-sense, long ago. 

'· In 1928 Charles Hamilton was at the peak of his powers as a writer, 
In Jonuary of that year he in tro duced the Rio Kid, and some ei ght .. , _______ ....... , ...... - H_, ,_ , __ , ..... .., .... ,_ .... _ H_,,,..,_ .,._., ..,,., _ _,, __ ,., _ _ ,_,,,.,.,., .. ,1,, 
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months later he invented yot anothe r character in yet another part of 

tho world - Ken King of the Islands . 

Small wonder that he only fown time to write four stories for 

the Gem in 1928, while in 1929 he lll'Ote not ono St , Jim's story , 

Whether wo find it deeply regrettable that the autho r, now at his 

pinnacle , turned hi s attention to new characters in new types of 

stories , deponds upon whot hor or not we have a lov e for tho Rio Kid and 

Ken King . If wo l iko neither of then , wo fee l sa ddened tha t he neglec 

ted St . J im' s in those halcyon yssrs. We crust feel grateful that the 

Magnet was not similar l y neglected . Whatever our feelings, we cannot 

but admire the brilli:lnce of the write r who was able to infuse such 

wonderful , convincing ntmosplere into hi s stories of the wild west and 

th ose of tho South Seas , 
The "wes tern ," wheth er it be a book or 11 film , hns been amazingly 

popular for as long ns we cnn remember, The odd thing is tha t t ho 

same westorn has appeal for both the child and the adult . As boys we 

lov od such western stars es Toe Mix, W, S , Hnrt, Hoot Gibson , and Kon 

Maynard. Our par ents loved th001, too. As time passed, great ep i cs 

like "Virgini a City" and "Santa Fo Trail" packed the cinemas , and later 

still "Sbano" comes round as r egul11rly o.s leap year . On t el evis ion , 

ri ght from the start , th o western hns he l d its own, Programnes como 

and programmes go, but th o west ern goes on for ever , In most li b raries 

there is a speci al section devoted to "wostems . 11 

Lacki ng smut, sox , ranance, and the kitchen sink , which t elevision 

and film produce r s seem to think we ought to have , the wost orn hol ds 

its own. "Lorami e" makes its impact without se x or horror , 

There ' s plenty of viol ence , of course , but sanchow it's n clean 

kind of violence . The Rio Kid killed onough poople, as ho rode th e 

"Popula r" ronges , t o fill a cemetery . He " p.m,pod load" into enough 

bo.d men to fill Blair Hospital over and over ago.in , And yet , even for 

th e squeamish , that violence is nover distasteful , It is violence 

without sadism , 
It is , perho.pe , not altogether surprising that the great Kagnet 

masterpieces have not been rep.,.blished , The best of the stories are 

so long that drastic pruning would be necessary to p.,.blish them in 

book form, vhil e the appoal of tho school story at tho present time 

msy be suspect . 
I .!!!I. find it surprising, though , toot th o Rio Kid storios have 

never been p.,.blished in book form in recent yea.rs . Written for boys , 

th ey carry equal appeal for adults . The question of length would nave , 

ariso, for oight of the old tales would be th e perfect verbiage for t h, 
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modern novel . 'Ibey would sell lik e hot cnkes , for all westerns sell 

that wtJ/f• In quality, thoy would oqual or surpass anything on tho 

m>rl<et . Vri tten well over thirty yoars 34!0, they never date , for 

westerns do not dote . If aeything , the settings of the Rio Kid stories , 

as they progressed , became a 11 ttl o too modern, 

"The Rio Kid ' s Gold !line" is a wonderful story , with a superb plot , 

pocked with incid ent , and with never a dull line from start to finish , 

Whoever owns tho copyright of th e ea rly Rio Kid sori es h.1s a gold-mi.no 

within roach . Maybe, somo day , somebody will toll him so , 

I am astonished thnt so few, oomp:irativoly, of our own number hnve 

1:1Uch acquaintance vi th th s Rio Kid ot his best. I would roco=end 

:ieyone who admires the work of l!am11 ton to try to acquire th e years of 

the Po~or which contru.nod the stories , for they a.re , almost certainly , 

the C>Ost rimorkoblo Hamilton achiovoment . To follow the Kid os he 

trails across the wilds of the United States - ond b.'lclc - is a great 4 
experience , and tho reader is filled with wonder at the author ' s do-

lightful prose , his camond of wes tern terms and dialogue , om bis 

charming doscriptions, always wried , of o po.rt of the world he nevor 

visited , 
Tho .stories ore , probobly , more easily obtained in tho B,F, L,, 

but tho reader must opprociato thot in this ro=t they wer e pruned , 

'lbe shrinla>ge did not spoil thom unduly , thou&b th o pruned toles are 

obviously th e second -best thing. Shrinknge in thoso days was an a rt , 

In rec ent years it became a disoaso. 

CO~'l'ROVffiSIAL ECHO:SS 

no, 76, '!'BE ART OF C01:TRIVANCE 

,W,,8Z!re~:r :~~~=t~!n •.~'.%~1~:1~t~~~ ·L~.;~k:1h!~',H;~r~:, 
1lbln be l"M,llaed luatlce wu cat.chl,w up wl tb bhi ; t.be abuse be burl ed at Q.ltld!. tro• 

t.hl teqx,I'817 sareey o r a locked rocm during his bazTlng-out . 

Whether '" li ked Bunter u • pctenttal Cl"l mlnal or as a lonb l e tool , "' owe a let 

to hlm. Lone arter Rookl'food had di ed as aodest l.y and uacetullY aa It hid lt nd , and 

Brocks (M>rtl nc under orders we are told) could not preYent Hlndtort.h punch ing Ule heart 

OJI. or tbt Nel1011 Lee, n the G• ,usi. treet.hinc wi th .9.lb-trtten md npr lnu , Bunter 

was sun 081"1'71.ng Gre:ytrtars on hJa shoulders qui te suocesstu l .ly. 
tt would on1Y take a s i111l e equation to prove that U Bunter had nenr been bom, J 

should not be collectln& Helson l..tes to-<1.3.Y. 
~ ~2!: I SboUld Lb.Ink It qul t.e poulbl e that Charles Hamllt.<n cu.J.led U\e t.opo-

1 ,oc tal details about 1rw,1a rrca tbe trettl boo1tS ht possessed . niere were 

qutte a number of thtH bocb In hl a den upsta irs , and nearU, all or tbe• could be 111*.«t 

with a ttaantt or 0111 tre.nl ,er tea. He EY , or course , han met peopl e lllho cave ht• 

t trat;.-hand tnroniac.ton about U>H• oountr toa , but I th ink that thta wa..s unllke lY, oon-

1tdertnc how 1eeluded bll li te wa.s arter he can u,p hJ1 om fore i gn tl'&Ttll ln the 

' twent ies. 
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big t at bouquet or orchi ds. John t s itch Is the same as mine, app.QNntl.Y. I enc1orse Ms 
sto t er:ients henrtl lY, and nm wi th hl m .cten and tr the br i ckbats are t:hr'ms'I. 

'Whilst. l acknowledge r espee t tull.Y the r ights or th e pur t sta I admit frankly t hat all 
th i s ,,eary business or sub wr i ters Is so Cllch dandrlltr - eas tl.Y gots In t he ha i r but. hard 
to rub out . I t keeps showeri ng down on the shoUlders every time one opens th e c . o. 

l 1ve read the old papers since 1915 ar.d never knew t hat there were such mons ters(?} 
as sub wrt ters unt il I discovered the c .o. tn 1960 . Perbap s 1 wa.,nt t Intelli gen t. mough 
to ttnd out t or c:,se lt. I we.a certain!)' too t nte lll gent to d i ssect the bes t boys • papers 
Jn the "HCrld. one might as well onaJyse Sant.a c1a1ui and shat t er the rasc lnat t ng tllu stons 
ot chtl dhood . To me, the book "3S the thing. Greyt r tars and St . J1c •s m<1 the scho ol boys 
who l ived therein weN all t hat mattered. I lov ed the wri ter or theo , (f)d now I kn ew tha t 
t.hts should reod writ ers , I l ove th em too. The st.ortes were nc.nr]y always exce ll ent , 
sooeUmes 1ndtr rerent , but never bad l'tl.ether wrttt cn by dear old C.H. or the l!)OOSt crs or 
Outer Fleet Street . 

One l ast word. Ir nny purists are r eady t o cJw.ck out thclr scb ttagnets and Gems, l 
s t ncor el.y h ope they will throw the m t n th e dt~tton or John Geal Md me. I os sUrc th em 
that 1111 contr tbuttons wtll be thanktullY rece ived . 

GOO OF HAMILTONIA No. 10 (New Seri es) 

the re ms no furthe r t l1 ght r or th e RJo Kid . Tho high mesa. tangled wtth chaparral , 
was SWTOUJ'lded, and on th e onJ.y nceess tbl e sld o the ener:qy were actvane1rl8• All t ha t 
rcoo t ned to U'le Kid was t-0 sell his ur e de arJ.y - Wll ess a mt racl e came to hl s a i d. 

But h i s race was cool, even s::iJUng, as tie looked along t he r tU E!"'bllrrcl, watch ing 
through a chi nk tn the rocks . They were oot1:tng , but they 1'f0Uld not get hlm ei:.stl ,y. 
Back l n the chaparral the Kid's D11Stang was t n cover, sat e tr ee su-ay bullets . It was 
eh'Jraeter t s tt c or t he Kid t hat he l ooked to ht s horse ' s sotetY berore ht s om . Ber ore 
l ong bull et s would be Cl.ylng th i ck ever th e mesa. 'The Ktdts r lU c was rcadY t o jot n tn 
the chorus . 

Nany times dUrtng the l ong and deadiy hWlt th e crack or th e Kid' s guns had bee n 
heard ; and every t t me tt was heard l t meant that one r ewer r oe trail ed th e outl aw. HMY 
a wounded man ru.:t gone back to th e comps tho.nktn g hts lucky stars that the Ki d had not 
burned pOl'fder t-O k ill . The Kid could pl wit his lead ei:nctl.Y where he lik ed. And ror 
some "1.t m, dt r rtcult t or hlS hwltcrs to under stand , he chose to pl ont It where I t would 
d i sable md not k.111. I t was not with MY t,hought or prop ltt attng h !S roes , tor Ute K1<1 
kmw that he had no inerc.Y to eJ'l)eet . I t was one or the Kiel's -..a;ys, and that was a ll. ___ __ ____ ____ __ ____ .. __ .. _ ___ __ _ 
~: Good lo ose ccp les or boond voluoes eontatn lng 3fl'/ or t he Collowt ng: 
NAGNETS - 52, 131 to t 49 Jnclus tve , 195, 205, 257, 2.!8, 2.39, 'Zfl , 318, 319, 353 , 400 , 
417, 422, "35 , "69 , 7~ , 719, 751, 752, 753, 762, 763, 809. Hos t tssu e!. betwe en 821 
and 890, 900, 921, 924, 925, 936, 938, 940, 9la2, 943, 911,, 951, 965, ~7 . 968, 996. 
~ - Hany t s.sues between 400 and 500. Nany Issues between 800 ond 879. Also Nos . 
925, 935, 953, 954, 956, 'TIS, 960, 964, 965, 969, 990, 992, 993, 996, f!l!:!!lo6!!!!: 183, 
190, YTO, 385, 396, 452, 455, l.ti6, 474. FJ.IU.Y PENNY POPULARS: Hos. 12, 13, L&.5, 47 , 
Ill . 
ERIC FUNE, SURBJTQN, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Jl.BT OUTl 1WH018 WHO or BOYS• WRITD>.S and tw.6TR,1i.TORS1 t s ava il a ble a t 
151- , pes t rr .ee, rrom Bri an Doyle, 14a , Clarendon Drive, LOndon s. w. 15. 
EJUC F'AYNE:- •A inagnUtcent piece or work.• 

.,,,,...,....,,,,,,.,_.,,_,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,..,,Hlm"""""'"'""'"'"'"'""'""" .,,;"n,m,,UnNNU.,IHIIH""fflll/lU/;,.,i,Ht1N;,,,HIH"IIUl#INl,_ll-,IIIHIHh 
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Conducted by JOSEFHINE PACR!Wl 
271 Archdale Road. B3st Mvich . S, E, 22. 

VALE, ANTHONY PARSONS B;( Victor Colby 

Speculation hos been rife for a considerable time as to the 
vhorcabouts of that roted Sexton Blnko author , Anthony Porsons , It is i, 

with grief that I have to revonl to all who admired his outstanding 

work, that ho hos passed away. 
Tho circucstances which g:,vo rise to my lmowledge of this sad fact 

are set out horeundor. 
In August 1962, I chanced to soe on o Sydney bookstall , a current 

i ssue of llocnn' s World Libro.ry No. 502 "The l<>ng Road" by Anthony 
Porsons. It occurred to me thot it might have been n reprint, o.nd 

consoquently the editor of that Jllblication mi8ht have long since been 

out of touch vi th Anthocy Parsons . On tho othe r hand , if this was a 

rocont effort , then IIIS.llifostly (os Anthocy P:lrsonn would say) , the 
edito r would have Anthony' s address . 

Well , hoping for the best , I wroto n letter to Anthony Parsons , 

care of the editor of Vom:m's Wor ld Libro.ry. As th o months JXLSSed by, 

o.nd no reply was received , I shnlggcd my shoulders and said •wen, ot 

least I tri ed, " f 
Io,igine my amaz11>ont and excitemen t when, i n August 1963, n whole 

yoar after my l ettor h.:id been sent , I received an air le ttar fro::, a ~ 
Miss Nona Parsons in reply to r,;y ].ott qr, giving me news of hor brother , 

Anthony! 
lliss Parsons ' l otter r ead as follow s : 

Hove, 2. Sussex . 

Doar !Ir . Colby, 27. 7,63. 

This lotte r ·is in answer to one you wrote to my brother , Anthony 

Parsons , doted 14,8 ,62. Your letter wns duly forwarded to him by Kiss 

Shnlos , tho editor of Vom:m's World Library . Unfortuna t ely he was a 
sick man vhen he received it , and shortly afterwards he vent into 
hospital for a test. This revealed t h.3t be vas suffering from cnncer 

of the 1~ 1 ond I §:!ovo ~-~..Li.'2!!..~.?.!.!!~~~.!.d at,.;;.~.-2!'!~ . 



Jun e 8th . 
Ho was very plo3Sed to havo your l otter , and int ended to nns wor i t 

hiJ:>solf , but I do not thi nk tint he did this . I n 3I\Y case I thought 

that you vould lik o to henr from mo about hill. He lf3S ey beloved , and 

only bro th er , and he had lived "1th me horo for tho p113t fivo years . 

Hi s untimely deat h is a groat gri ef to mo. 
The tl"'6edy of it i s tbs t be vas a = of unusual physique - ho was 

6 ft. 3 inchos in hoight, brood i n proportion , and very handsome. I n 

addit i on, ho had n chsming persono.li ty, and everyone loved him . 

Aft er tho Blake Library chongcd it s tone - the F.ditor retired - ho 

l eft them (about llccombcr 1956), ond since then he has only written 

stories for the Women's papers , such as the ono you s.n.w. I know ho 

wrot e s a:,o of tho so s tori es under th e P3eudoeym of Fron ces Jlicho lls and 

Raebel Stol'III, and possib l y others . Sano of t he mngazinos for which ho 

wroto ended oft er th o printers s trik e in 1959, and nf ter this hi s out 

p,t vss considerab l y smalle r, especial ly s inc e ho vns obviously fa iling 

in heal th , though ho refus ed to :ulllli t thi s . 
If it i s oey consol a tion t o you "ft or your of forts to got in t ouch 

with him, I can ass ure you that your l ot t or gavo him greot pl eas ure, 

and of al l tho many l ett ers he received during the cours e of his writing 

roreor , none pleas ed him moro. I , too , am deli gh t ed to know thn t hi s 

work gave you pl easure . 
Vi th kin! regords and maey th:lnlcs on his behalf for your 

nppr ociativ o lettor, I am, 
Yours sinc ere ly , NOIIA PARSONS. 

I replied imlledia t ely to thi s movi ng le t tor , and s ince then hnv o 

roceiv od t hree moro fro m Miss Porso ns , which I tr eosuro , and fran whi ch 

I hnve selec t ed t ho fo ll owing infomation fo r p,blic a tion in this 

a.rticl o. I hove , in cide ntnll y, sought and r eco iv od pol'lllission from 

Miss Pors ons to do t his . 
Anthoey Parsons wll3 born on June 21ot 1893 , i n the smnll co untry 

town of t;unonton, in Warwickshire . Had ho liv od nnothor f ew woeks he 

would havo boon 70 , and curiously enough ho al ways hntod the t hough t of 

nttaining that age ! Until the l os t ei ghteen mont hs of his lifo he did 

not look his age , pc,rtly bec,iuse he had a thick tha t ch of hnir , and 

exc ept t hat in th o l ns t yoar of hi s life ho l os t woight , he kopt to th e 

end his good l ooks o.nd di s tingui shed appearance. 
He was educcted at th e Nuneaton (Vnrwickshire ) Gl'Omlallr Schoo l . 

He enlisted in the First World l(sr , was given n COOlllissi on, nnd draft od 

to Indi a . \(bil e ther e , ho t ransferred to the ol d R.F . C. and hn d a 
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C'Al"Vollous tice in I ndia and Are.bia . He appeared to have a chnmed 

lifo , for ino.r,y of hi s brother off icers los t their lives . 
Ho came homo in 1920 COtlpl e t ely spoilt for tho humdrum life in 

&,gland , and dofini tely suro tha t ho did not want t o work in an of fico 
- if work at all for that matt er! 

In Docccbor 1920 Miss P:irsons sav hie off a t Tilbury vhon he 

dep:,rted with a friend fo r Africn , vhoro they had a riotous tioe lnmtine 
for ivory - Anthony Pnrsons was a first-c l ass shot! .l.ftor four years 
of thi s ho roturned home prncti cally penniless , 

With Miss Pnrsons' help (she is n Univers i ty Groduote) ho beeon 
to lfrite - his first stories being accoptod for Blackwood ' s Msgozinc. 
These short s torios were bescd on his experi ences in Afri ~ , !lnd were 
la tor published in a book which ho cal l ed "Bltick Gypsies . " 

After tho Blackwood ~ine storios , he contributed regularly to 
the Royal and Strond cngnzino,, and evontuDJ.ly to tho Sexton Blnko 
Librory . When his work for tho l!15t- noiaed publicat i on had endod, he 

vrote lone cmpleto stories for tho Wooen' s librories , Oroclo , 
Mirocle otc . 

Miso Par.ions cannot remember holl ho c,co t o vrite hi3 first Blnko, 

and docs not think ho wns a r eader of Blnko stories until ho bognn to 

vrito thee . 
Anthony Pnrscns was a fervent adcircr of Rid or ll:lggurd ' s novels , 

and to the end of his li fo he read and re - rend "SHE, " Thia story 

seemed to fascinate him core than aeything else - ho l oved itl Ho did 
not like towns, and if there vas a nich e in lifo ho would have filled 

it to perfection ; it vas that of a countxy squire ! He l oved History , 
and vas known to rorul a histoxy school toxt book for pl easure . Ho 

vould read "1IY historical =nee , and ho vas particularly fnocina t ed 
by F.gyptian Histo ry , 

When he had coney ho vas very gonorous , but like rony authors he 
was il:!provident - it vas ei thc r the c!Ull:>pngno or ginger boer poriod 

for hie always ' 
Bo was a great convorsa tionruis t, and would talk by tho hour when 

once ho star t ed . Be vroto very much ns ho spoke . Ho would writ e cos t 

of the day when ho was on a sto ry, and t hen in the ovoning ho would go 

round to th o "l ocal" wharo ho was alvnys the centre of a litUo 
gatho ri ng. 

I ac gro3U y i ndebted to Miss Pnrsons for tho above infomation 
vhich has addod illl:loasurebly to our knovlodge of th e colourful lif e of 

hor bolovod brothor , th e mnn who contribut ed so much to our enjoytiont 
vi th his stirring Sexton lllak o s t ori es . 
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!low ve hD.ve gl oried in his t rues of India nnd Egypt , and hov grea tl : 

ve have applauded those wit h nn English bllck8round , and promine nt ly 

fenturing his own special creations - ologant Superintendent Claudius 

Vennor together with his hancbaidon , that long , l oan sl:ib of cheerf\.tl 

un t idiness , Dotec t ive Sergeant Belf ord . 
Another fine character of Anthoey ' s vas the l ovely Lady fuily 

lles toir..l:tol.ll!e, vhose love for , and devotion to , the great Serton Bl ake 

end ea:ced her st ro ngly to his IIllll\Y admirers . 
The Sexton Bl:ike stories of Anthony Parsons were nl vays brigh t and 

breezy , intense l y interesting , full of tho vim and vigour of ad venture , 

and of the brea t hlessness of suspense . Characterisation vos re all y 

superb . 
I, personally, am not prone to rending stories twic e, but I have 

re ad and re-read thooe of Anthoey Parsons caey times , and will read 

th ED yet :>gain in t he days to come, knowing that i n so doing I can 

never fail to derive furth e r considereble enjoyment and pleasure . 

Anthony Parsons is no longer in our midst , bu t he has left to us 

a l ecac y of t r emendous work within the pnges of t he Sexton Bl ake 

Library , and has eo.rnod for himself in the process our undying 

approbation and appreciation . 

*"***** 
'Ml OPPOSillG TECRNIQUE3 By S. Gordon Swo.n 

Though primari l y known as tho creator of Nelson Lee, Maxwell Scott 

was Ill.so a Sexton Bl ake authol' on the strength of his "Scorpion " t nles 

in the UNION JACK and a serial in the BO'!S' !IERALD, "The Winged Terro r, ' 

which introduced both filak o and Leo. Maxwell Scott , in private lifo a 

surgeon practising on t he east coast of Yorkshire , wns a painataking , 

methodicnl vriter . He had every story planned out from s tart t o f inish , 

so that errors of timing or Dllllle were rarely , if ever , to be found in 

his s tories . 
A vi s itor to hi s home (see Boys ' Herald No. 173 , 10.11.1 906) found 

that he had 11 chart on the wnll of his study . 'Ibis chart was full of 

date s and data , and the words "Nelson Leo" recurred D&llill and again . 

The dingrsm represe nted th e whole ac t i on in the new serial he was 
wri t i ng , "Nslaon Leo in the Navy. " Every day of the period covered by 

the story was careful l y mapped out , so that the author could see a t a 

glance where every charscter vas end what he wos doing on t hat pa rticu-

lar do,y. · 

Scott thus knew exactly what would happe n to certain cha.me t ers 

and what they wQ\Ud do a t ony giv en hour or ony gi ven dny during tho 

--------·- - --·-~-··· ... --
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peri od cove red by t he ac t ion of the story , This moti cul oua att ention 

to timing is obse rvable in his tales , "Three <bys ala.peed . It vns t he 

evening of Wednesday, Septecbor 21st , " "It vns the night of the sove n

teen th of Octobor, " "By t en o' clock he was on his we:; t o Dover , and by 

fou.r o ' clock tha. t a fternoon ho wns at Os te!Xl., " 
This aut hor apparent l y hlld t rain nnd shipping timetables a t his 

elbo w all the time . He could quot e train connect i ons at hano and abroad 

in elabora t e deta il , and he wns juat ns speci fi c in hi s refe r ences t o 

boet arrivals and departures all round the world , I don ' t kno w vhothe r 

he eve r al l owed fo r the possibi li ty of n trnin or n vessel being lnte l 

The resu lt of all thi s c,ethod wns nn admir able accuracy i n dotnil , but 

there vns a suggestion tint everything wns too cut nnd dri ed. '!he 

abs ence of Dir/f cys t ery in his tru.os i s also n cri ticimn that may be 

leve ll ed at t hoo,; the r eader wns always in t he know ns t o whn t tho 

vil l ain was doing ; Blld miss i ng heirs and wills wero rnther t oo preva.

lent , However, the sto ri es still Clllke good reading , nnd probably the 

bost i s "Birds of Prey , " a 144- page B, F,L, whi ch carries on the excite

ment righ t to the lest l ine , 
Robert Murray, on his own admssion , adopted a t c'Chniquo diametri 

cru.ly opposed to Maxwell Scott ' s - ho allowed n story to write i t sel f , 

This coma t o ligh t when ho wns nsked t o wri te a "Proud 1'rom" s t ory for 

the UNION JACK, In th o event ho did not vri t o tho story ; Edyy Scar l es 

Brooks ably filled tho breach , Si ckness was given ns the excuse for 

Murray ' s de fection , but I havo oft en wonder ed if t ho true roason WllS 

thnt he WllS unable to vri t e t o a set fonoula , 
There was pl enty of qystery in his yarns , nnd his sty l e of writ i ng 

VllS moro spontaneo us thnn Mru<woll Scott ' s , Nevert heless , it had its 

drawbacks , Inconsistencies nnd errors were apt to nppoar , This WllS 

more noticeab l e in his long stories for the S,B, L, - only five in nil , 

but mistak es occur in c,ost of t hem, In "The Masked Karouder , • one of 

tho characters opens the door to a m11Skod c,nn who knocks hie, out , The 

ClllSked man, in desc ri bing this episode leter , sta t es that he came 

through the vi ndovl And an eminent K,C,, Sir Gorton Langley , fo r no 

occountob l o re11Son becomes Lord Lang.lay lat er i n the some story . The 

best of nuthors ere li able to moke those c,ist.:ikes , but the subsequent 

editing appears to have been sadl y l3cking in t horoughness , And one 

fools t hat Maxwoll Scot t ' s met hod would not hnvo permit t ed suc h errors 

i n the firs t place . 
All the some, Robert Murra:; a t his best was an enthralling writer , 

holding one ' s in te rest thrOIJ8hout , but one wishes that he had paid as 

cuch at te ntio n t o detai l llS tho creator of Nel son Loe, 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
A~ t 

1ftl:k: been a very excl ting month. Engl and declared war on Cen:oony on Tue~ , 
Augu.st 4th. t nenr th ought 1 t woold happen, though any amoW'lt ot rJ/ papers have been 
prtntlng stories Obout 'IIRt.l' wit h Cermany tor as Iona as I Oln r ement>er. 

Ot coura c, l t won• t last long . t>3:I 39¥s lt will be onr b;y Chrlstms, b.lt Doug 
thinks lt wtl l onl.Y l ast o week or two. Re 88)'5 that as soon es the Hlll1 see that the 
Brtt lsh Eq>lre oeans business they will give up. The newspapers are run or pictures 
Showtna; sm lng long cues at the recruiting ortte es . Au · th e young cbaps want to ae t 
into Lord Kitch ener • s anqy before tlle war-pac:ka up. 

The Rome Secrec.ar,y soys there ls some uneasiness at the n.mber or Germans li ving tn 
this co.inti")'. Thous.Ilda or t.hem are trying to get hale , and they are elamCIUI"l ng at the 
United States e:bc.u:, tn London beca use they o:.in only get home tbrou.gb. t~ actloruJ or a. 
neutral coontry. 

l t was a coincidence that the first story in t.he Clem this month wa:s abou t a Cermn , 
Herr Schleider. It WBa called •11oney LOwt.herts l1lstdte,• Md l t was Ill ustra ted by Mr'. 
Briscoe. Lowther gave e.n l111>Vrsonatton or a Gen:nn, modelling It on Hen- Bem e ldcr• and 
1t upset 'the Hen-' s pretty ni ece wtth wmc Lowther bad beeooe sntt t en. · 

All the rest or t.he Cem truas were holld:l)f ones . and th ey M1"e graoo. In 11T1le 
Outs ider-t s Q\ol ce, • Tom Merry & Co were on hol ldey at Eeatwood House. Kearby• Llll\lcy
Lw:lle.Y wa..s staytng at a riverside bUngalow with CUtt s & Co and a mrin naDed Captain Punter . 
But Lumley,,,,t.uwey exposed Punter as a vill ain,. arw;t roo HerTJ' & Co helped htci at th e end. 

Kaxt week cam •cu saY' s House Par~ In wht cb Chw:lgum•s Circu s pitched near East.wood 
House. and the meut>ers of the circus pl.eyed a cricket match with a tesn TOtl Herey got up 
and which tnclUded Cousin Eth el. I never knew ctrcus r ollt played crick et . Billy Bunter 
of Creytr lm""S Car» Into t.ht:s We . 

In •Held by the Ener.iy,.• Hont.y Lawther thought up a Wheeze so that the ch.u:Js cou l d 
prolmg th eir holiday , but \lf\en they" eventual.J.1 got back to s t. J t r.1•s -i.her rcuoo that 
Levi son & Co Md bagged StudY No. 6 . 

'Ttle l ast sc.ocy or th e CIOnth was •n,.e St. Jlot s CaraYanne.rs" in m tch Tom Hercy & Co 
hired a carann ror a week-end hoUday. It seeoed odd that th ere should be a story of 
thi s sort atte r school had started tor the new term, but t t wos a tine one, and I wish It 
had gone on tor seTeral weeks. All the Oem tales were ti ne t.hts oont.ti. 

W'e ffent to Rh)'l In North lilalos tor our-SUCl:ler hollda,. It was a lOfel.l' train r id e 
from El.1st.on. Doug b<llght the SUlr.le!' double ruiber ot the Uni on Jnck at Euston ~ at ton. 
It had a very long tale eal l ed • nt e Crlmon Pearl• 'Rblch WBS a Sexton Blake sto I"'J' int ~ 
duotng Yvonne. Doug ts Yery t OM ot hoMe . Re SDYS she recinds ht c or his trte nd• 
Fr edo, which t s absurd , t or Freda has no pluck at all. She scroac,ed her head ott when I 
put a dead CIClUSe In her wtr last Eeater . . • 

t hed the e.o,t s Journal to read on the tre.tn . 1bts ls the paper which used to be 
called Cheer, Boys, Cheer. 1 t hod thre e serials and ttree coq, let e stories . Two or tbe 
serials were 'The OUtloai or the Shell• by Jam Ftrmemore, Md •Tbe Terrib l e 1bree .• a 
story ot the N'l.its or st. Olave• .s, by Jaek Lewla. • 

Rhyl t s a 'f8l'Y qui et littl e place, SM tbe t id e goes out ~ awtul long wa7. When 
th e tide ls oomJnc ln, lt ts T(.ll"Y ctangerws , 8nd C088tguarda on horses keep r i ding along 
Md yelltrc to people to oome m.ay from the sea. 

On cw beach there ar e very largo and h1Cb baaet chairs . pa in ted In ainy co l ours . 
They are Tery coatortable, and H\ID had one most do:7a. 87 putting two chai r s facing one 
enotber close together , you -cen change tn.,tde tor lllflmtng, lltltch you are new nll.owed to 
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do, 00.t I did . 

There was a lonl.Y troop or p l errots and we went to see the concert twice . The 
pl antst Ml! a 7oung chop called Jack 8Ylton, . who wns o good ent erta iner. there flQS a good 
eooecUon called. Freddie Forbis, ond o lov e].)' young lodY sing er na:M'.ld Hilda tlln<18¥. 1 
wouldr'l't c.J.nd ron'Jlng her men t grow up. Hilda sang a pntr t otlc song called 1 There•s o 
place upon the QBP C3lled tn,glan<P and another one called -We don' t wont to l ose you but. 
we think you ought to go,• . 

One day we went on an e:u:urston t.raln to ColW)'TI 801 ( 1/3 retlnl). 11\D.t ts a nlce 
Utt.le seas ide vtllege , enc! we got on a toast-rack U'OD !fld rode mony c1le3 over to 
Uo.ndudno. It t s a level)' trm rtde , dltetl.y on reserved tracks through tt elds and high 
up over t.he cur t aides . J.pm-t. troo the toast-rocks , the.re were a l ot ot single-decker 
tl'tUll8 , Uke those you see on the J.Dertcan rn.m . 

Rhyl has two pi cture palaces , but we onl.Y Ytstted Ulie Ctneoa Royal tn the High st . 
we saw o TCI")' block ootress na:tOO Theda a.1rt1. In a p icture ~e:1 1 The VtJ:enl and lt "8S 
stll.Y, though I li ked the way she snapped her eyes am:1 wriggled. When I wrote black , I 
c&ant wick.eel. fhere wos also the Pat.he Gazett e with sa:ie very old news, Md a Keystone 
coo.1c reatur lng Ch.'.l.rlte Chllpltn 1tl.1ch mal1e ce split cv sides . Berore the progruce ·began 
they put up slides or all the war lead ers lJk e Lon:! Kitchener , Fl e ld-ttarshal French, and 
A~rol J elUco e , We all dleered. Then they put up one or the Kaiser or Geroony ups ide 
d0t8J, and we all booOd. 

On the 10UlTleY hooe , Doug hoo the Henel whi ch oont.'.llned •Fooled by h1s Becooos ,• a 
bollng story about Toti Bayers , by A. s. Harc2Y. Thi s 'IIIOS illustrated by Ernest Ibbotson . 
There woa al.so o Stor)' c.ll.lcd •'lb.e Hidden Clty9 bys. Cllrke-Hook , oll about Jock , Ss:i , 
a.nd Pete Un cUng a terr i bl e underground t<Ml l n the eotaco?:Ds. Fl nrul.y there was a ~ster:f 
serial called •The Black House' bY tt.axwell Scott, ebout Nelson Lee and Nipper. I should 
ltk e to rend more or th i s one. 

Doug bought tlC tbe Bo, *s Fr-lend to read on the train . He ls a good sole In hts way. 
Th1S had a new serial cal.l ed •S ent to CO"Yentr'Y' or •The Hyst.ery of the Hcnor House,• by 
the outhor or •Ttnkert a School d31s.• (l wonder Yllnt his ruDe ts}. There ,ms .:i long 
tnst.'.l.ll:lent or the "81' ser i al ' The Legions or t'he Kaiser . • •Sold Up• was a ccq, lete story 
about Reggi e Ryle , the sc.hol antltp bCY' or Nunthcrpe Coll ege. Also an t natalcent or the 
Nel son Lee serial 1 The FtlJl Detec ti ve .• A coci,le~ SChOOl t.lle ea.lled 1 11'le Artist * s 
Hodel • b)' Wlll Hope. And an Instalment or the ser i al •Tho Speed Kt ~ by Henry St . John . 
~tte a lot or reading catter , but , or cours e, the Boyt s Friend costs o penny. 

I was sorrY to get hOCe, especially as Doug went. o rr alJll:>st o.t once ll'lth hl s trl end 
WobblY Detroyne ror o. week at the Kingsel ltt e Holiday Coq, a t Scorboroueh,. He says this 
1s a l ovel.y spot O"Yerlook.lng f'lley Brigg and Flm:t>orougb Heoo. Good Job Doug has so mch 
IXlOef to throw about . It Is q.itt.e expens i ve - Z'/16 a lroek .. but , as Doug says , they throw 
In all sorts or .nlSetents at the Holid ay Co.q>s. I so.Id I wos wUUng to go with htc if 
he liked, but. he to.iched bis eye and satd •se e any green?• Arter tha t I wouldn't ha'Ye 
gone lt he had begged ac to. .At least:, It made m r eel a ll right to say so. 

The Hagnet haS been pretty raJr to c tddllng this t:r)l'lth. •Tbc Hatch wtth st . Jtc•s• 
was a cr i cket tale• tn lltllch Teci>l e and co tr i ed to steal th e Reoove rt xt.ure by ktdnepptng 
tbe Reoove teaa In a car . Some eer L It W3S a l ong tl oe before Vemon-'6m1 th was obl e to 
cake t.be drl'Ycr stop b)" sticking a pen--kntre Jn hts neck. .A new serial , •The Unconquer
nble' b)' Sldn&Y Drew, st-Orted In thi s Hagnet.. 

Then came •s e1t~emec1 , 1 a rtna st.ory or the serious typ e " I th rrenk Hu.gent ln 
the l elld. Frank was eventual.1¥ sal'ed troa d i sgrace b)' WWl Llm& • 

.Uter t.hts, the Hagnet 6\uimer Double NUI:t>er. They have o lot more double numcrs t n 
the Nagnet thM tn the Geo. This had a col oured cover , ShcMtng a aeaalde scene , b1 P. J. 
H01W8l'd• The mai n story was: •Harry Wharton & Cot a Holl d~ and It waa all about Ha.zel dene 
md vernon-ei:1.1 t11.. There was al.o m Bdt'enture story call ed •The Redski n• s Debt' by Harry 
DorTt an, mc1 another one called •Xtng or the IalSld' bf Frenk Witty. 

Then came l\llld Women a t. Greyfl"l ar., about t he mllttQI')' sur trcgettes who dU& up the 
orez..trtoraHstck et..l,!.,tches, , .. rlno.11.f • Coter •s sonsuests•H,Jt\ere Coker advert t aecl,,ln the ...... . 
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poper that he Mllll.d 11.ke to meet the pretty gi rl "lt.h bl ue eye s anc1 .:i parasol Whom ho 
bDd seen on the bMks ot the So.rte. All ki nds or odd reaales turned up in anner to ht a 
adv~lscccnt, and he had an exc iti ng ttoc, 

CONIXJCTED BY JACK WOOD 

By L. S . Elliot t 

So much has been written about "St. Franks" t ho.t there seems li ttl e 
to scy . 

One aspect has .not been given the attention i t dese rves, however -
the ' original s ' and reprint s from such papers as "Plu ck" 2nd series, ir 
th e "Schoolboys' Own Li bra ry" and the "Boys ' Friend (4d ) Library" . 

Thero were n~t more thlln a dozen of 'those but , I have 9 still , 
nnd it i s about these and one l ong comple te s t ory in tho old "Boys 
Rea.Im," 2nd serieo, that I propose to write . 

I will t al<e tho "S. O. Lib." first , Nos , 4 and ZI . 
Thore was anoth er No. 120 "The Rebols of St. Fronk" but I have 

not got tha t, so will have to ignore it. ' 
No. 4 "The Fi ghting Fora of St. Franks" fea tured Willy Hruidforth 

and his f0.1d, through i lltroa. tment of his pet monkey, Mamllduke , with 
a temporary new master , Mr . Mtlmaduke Mugglos. After many misa.dventur, 
with Willy 119 the central figure, justic e wos dono, through minor 
detective work by Nelson Lee . 

Next ca.me "The River Bouse Rivals " No. 'Z7, S,O,L, This was 
unique in thst th e s t ory WllS nbout Hal Brewster & Co. and tho Rive r 
House School , Fea turing the downfall , through misunderstandings, of 
Hal , and the ris e of hi s enem,y, tho Hon. Aubrey Well borne , the s t ory 
reminds us of simi l a r bD.ppenings at •st. Frank ' s" with Nipper in the 
central role, but, in its elf , it was n very good story , and th e only 
occ11Sion E.S .B. stllrre<j another school , oth er than in his "R. V , 
Canrade" days . 

Next came four "B.F . 4d Lib . " book:s of the 1s t se ri es . 
"Pots of Money," No. 704 WllS an E.C. llandforth sto rJ, in whi ch he 
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is given £":h) he must spend without divulgini: whore he got it . Al.though 
he doos not know it, he is the iMoeont bait , to catch a crook for 
"Nel son Loo, " and th e police , but the triciJ.s and tribulations ho 
suffers mako u good o.nd unu.suciJ. story . This story was r eprinted lntcr. 

Then c'11Ile No. 708, "Tho Kidnapped School , " which h..~d origiMlly 
appoarod in "Pluck" tho only story by E. S. B. to app,,ar in tbnt p11por, 
illustrated by E. E. Briscoe . I t was followed by 709 "l'llantan Islo.nd," 
(Cll.so, l a ter reprinted) the soquol, w, ori8inaJ, story . This should 
have nppeo.red in "Pluck , 11 also, but , novor did for sane !'G£lSon. The 
two stori es centred round tho kidnapping of psrt of the school, their 
stranding on an island, tllld also footured Lord Dorri.more, t ho 
''Wanderer," and "Nelson Loe . " A fino pai r of stories . 

The last of these 4, llo.713 "B.F.L. (4d) Lib." was tho "Now York 
Mystery ," which footured tho kidnllpping of Justin B. Farru.'n, tho 
Areerican junior , and his fathe r and the trip t o Nev York, of "Nelson 
Leo" nnd "Nipper," "llandf orth" and a solcc t band of juniors. Myst ory 
and advonture, not a school stocy , this; but ono of the best. Also 
reprinted. as the others, sooic, more thlln once . 

We now come to two se.rinls in tho "Boys' Ro3lm, 11 which preceded, 
and also were coMoc tod with , ono of the Hol iday soriO.'J in the "Nelson 
Lee Library" (South Seas) No. 105 (New Series) "B.F . (4d) Lib.I' "St. 
Frank's on tho Roclc:J," known in the 11Boys ' Reals" as the "Crusoo 
Scouts ". This was n Scouti ne adventur o, inv ol ving the boys on Surf 
Island , and their adve ntur es with u gnng of crooks . Well up to 
stcndard. 

Thia was followed by !lo. 110 (Nev Series ) B.F. (4d) Lib . "The 
Schoolboy Ropublic" . This sto ry inv olved th e St . :i'r.mk' s boys in a 
rovolution in t ho til\Y republic of Costa Bella , in Central Acorica, 
with "Lord Dorri.more," "Umlooi, 11 the "Wonderer '' etc. 'Dle St. Frank's 
contingent wero on their WfJ3 to one of thoir holiday adventuroo , 
CUITCntl y runnill8 in tho "N .L.L. 11 ond this story vas an interlud e , 
featured in th e "Boys' Ro<llm," only . As usual , Hnnd!orth was well t o 
his bull-headed fore, and th o story was a good one. 

The las t of these sto rios was "Boys' Friend" 4d Lib. No. 435 "The 
SchCJner of St. Frank," an origilllll, featuring Vivian Travers and his 
blackm!lil by Bernard Forrest . Involving Travers• love of speod on his 
cotor-cyclo, his father's veto , and Iren e Hanners, this was a rattling 
good yam and llV3// from th o usu"1 school trend. 

Finally, I come ton sto ry that nppoarod in the Boys' Roalm No. 
331 "Handforth • s Holiday Hoax." 'ibis was sc.ndwiched be tween tho 
"Crusoe Scouts" and the "Schoolboy Republic" and was the l ast canplete ------------------------------·----
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St . Fro.nk' s yarn to appear in th o large size "Rool.m. " In fact , it v.'.13 

the first canplete yarn to appear for a long timo , aa all tho preceding 

yarns, up to No. 45, wero either oot by E. S.B. or suspect , os hlls since 

been generally edmi tted. It wos a typical E.S.B. yam , in lighter mood. 

Handforth rccei ves a ' dud I note , think.s it is genuine, ond invites n 

party of boys out for the day . His misndvcnturc3 and nccidenta mnde 

one of the funniest Hruldforth ' s ever . 
I would hnve lilced to hnve quoted a li t tle fran encb of the s e 

stories , but this is icpossiblo , within tho scope of such an artic l o' 

as this . Howovcr, tho reason for "Hondforth' s Holiday HOB.%," vns tho 

passing off of " Bank of Engroviuo £50 note on H<Uldy, by Willy , o.nd 

th e trouble onsuing when Baney attempted to spend it , Quoting fro m 

th o story, says Willy: 
"I' ll tell you what ! Tho ll'1/f you fellows jumped at the noto , hos 

given mo an idoa , If you acc epted it iis genuine, what woul d old 'l'cd 

do? I feel l1lce doing him o good turn , too t " 

"A good turn?" repeated Juicy gloanily . "Why, hnlf an hour neo 
you told us you owed him ono, Didn't ho lock you in tho bath - room this 

corning and turn the wat er off at the main?" 
"He did!" said lfilly grimly, "I was locked in thcr o, o.nd couldn ' t 

even wash. I n tho end I hnd to crowl out of the rindov in my pyjamas , 

snd creep along a ledge . Tho Pator nearly had o fit when he sow mo. " 

ho added , t ondcrly rubbing a certain portion of bis nnatocy nt the 

recollection . 
And there bcgnn Willy' s r evonge , and tho onj oyment of E. S,B . in 

li8h tor mood. 
******* 

LET CREDI T GO WHERE CREDIT I S WE By Ross Sto ry 

Acccrd lng t.o t.ha dl o.ttonar, . Cbe de rtnltton of the word tp.t.e-<:.ruher t Is •one who 

ontt rs o oee t lne untnvtt-ed. • In the se nse that Hr. Jenkins woa certetnlf not naked ey 
the Lee au,portc rs t.o a ir h18 vtair ln the Hels on Lee coluz.n, one rust concecte tbat Jecea 

Coot• 1 word waa appli cable . 
It h&s ablq1 puuled ae wt,r tho erlt tc1 ot t<lll1 Searl e, Brook.I t\N so Tttr"loll c 

towards hl m. It ls eo.11 to setze upon tho taul~• or ao~ you dt slt tt and bold t.bco up 

u an u::aq:,l e : a.nd tr. ta odntlned b)' nen the staunchest Lee toos that to1'l"ll'd1 th e ond 

ot tbe NdlOfl Let , Ute stortes b.1d deter t cro~ to a tr.tglc enent . But to apport ion tile 

bloae di rec t ly to the writer •• • I f eel , aor, Ulnn unjuat. U. 111 no Hcre t tb:lt dllrtnc 

the lut !Xlntha of tb.e Nel,o n Lee Uw stor ies "'" t,rl tten to ordert - and ,t\at tl'\11 

wri ter e,on j ua tir1 htmaelC under IUCh clrcuDSt~cet? Cert.o.tn]y not tucb n M"l t.er o.a em., 
Searles Brooks. 

'ft>e 'ft f7 tact tbat be obvtoual7 Dldo no ntel:l)t at all to IICJntaln bis brlUtantlY 

bllh 1tandan.1 onl1 1oea to prove• J teel • that be hi ... lt reallied bow farc toal tb e . 

sto rl ts Md chart.ct.en 1'trt. J t wu not that he had l ost hU a,acl c toueh - me:rel.7. per

~...!'.!~J~&l:!tne• with those edito rs tlho •re, ao aucceutuA1Y undennl ntng tt • ........ - ... 



EdftY Sem-les Brooks ,rote 8boUt. St. Fr(llks ror st .J:teen year s. He wrote every story 
htos el! IJ"IC1 that ls a re.tl(l..l"kllble ncllteveain t, What ts even more ~ abl e ls the ract 
that up m ttl the clo sing d8Y8 or the Nelson Lee , every singl e st«y 1'Q8 a oastell)lece 
ot plotting , chare.ctcrtsatlon llld 'M"lttng or the highest possi ble standard. Brooks wns 
wrttt ng then .i.s ho Nllltod to write , lt wao: only Ylhen editorial poltcY dlctatecl th e kind 
or storie s he tu.st write • md around the kind or chlll"act crs tho)' thcmelv es appannt.ly 
st lpu].Ot.od - 'that he l ost Interest . And who oould bl nce hldl 

I reel, e.s cazv Lee support ers reel . that tt was a terrib l e ptty thot Brook.st record 
ror r.cgntttcen t su:,r l es should have been spotlod towards the end by th e obVtouslY poor 
stories 1'1hl ch Ulen o;,pe3red. But a aub--wrtter would not have been the answer . ror pre
SUOlblY a sut:,,,,wrlter IIIIOUld have bem askod to do cmctlY mtl.t Edwf hl DSelt JES asked t o 
do. And with, perhaps , even worse results ! 

No one disputes tho tact thilt the closing yc.:i.rs or the tiel son ~ c were tbe 'bad' 
years . But u:, thOSc of us WIO remeober the mgntrtcent stori es Brooks gove u.s over a 
period or i:nny 1 IiW'IY years , th e qu:ll t ty or thes e later su:,rtes t s a m tt er t or regret, 
not ccnairc. J t ts very ros:, tnd eod ror Brooks • orttlcs t o pick on stor i es which he 
hfcselt tllst have been tllC rtrst to ftdmt tl'erc t t.rosh t (bUt who orgucs with t he h:JOO 
which wri tes thO cheque?) .. tr they wtSh to be to.tr they S\Ol.lld also read the bes t or 
his work as well. They would d i scover that th e rcw oontha or poor stor i es DJll1 !:'.lldt ocre 
wrt t l ns were gl'Qll(lly ald glortous lY oort1enSl ted tor t,y the years or ,rltl ng Mitch pre
ceded thaJ. Tcnrs ln lfhlch no sintle st«)' ever tell bel ow the stmdnrd Brooks htcselt 
hEld set . 

Without being unralr t o re nders or the Hngnet I ru st point w t that Charles Ran llt on 
had several Slbstltute writers 3l'ld that l38l'lY or his •rans• o.re sooett oes hord put to it 
to stato whleh stori es were ,ritten bY Hectlton Sld Milch were written by other w thor s. 
But there hnS never been a subst l tu t e tor Brooks, which J thi nk specl'.s rol" I t se lt • 

He was a M'tt er l'dlO wrote wtth ht s hem-t as well cs hi s pen. And on that score 
alone It ts a great tra@:ed:Y that the Nelson Lee shoul d hnVe gone out with a Mltcper 
tnstetd or a bq . 

Berore clos i ng I wst re3llY express r:q dl ~roval (tlnd surpl"tseL) at Frank 
Unwin•s quite unwarTOnted N rerence to Jim Cook' s t arrognnce .• It It t s an-ogant to 
defend one•s t,elt ers .. and oncis friends - then"'° rust al l nt sooe tl ce have been guilty 
or arrogance. JlD Cook, ln ~ opini on, t s the greatest outhor tty I knOfl' on tlle Nel son 
Lee 000 on that cCllllt onl.y I think he t s privileged to ' Yls tt • St.. Fronlfs fdienever he 
feelS llk e doing "°• It t s a pity the privileg e cnmot be extended to Brooks' erlttcs 
- they ei ght return c littl e hud>ler, tr no wiser, rroo the journey, 

By Roger M, J enki ns 

Noram Prcgnell's ~tngt ng to the defence or a s t. Froolt• s story he Ms nen r even 
reld ts B rtne eX3Cl)le or l oyalty . not logto. Making tffO OOVel"se crtt t ctsms t s , I should 
thtnk , hardlf •pouri ng out Cf dl sltke .• It I boo wMted ciercl.y to pick hol es , I eculd 
hoTe h&1 a ttcld da¥: I could have re reiTed to the curious sequence tn •1be Bchcaer or 
St . Pronk' &'! ftbere Hr. Pycnlrt tri es to cadge a ride ln Traver s • new o:,tor launch, or 
th e drubt tul huD:IUl" ot nn eplaode when a crteltet oatdl ends 1n a. fi ght end a mJckUe-
aged 'lfCCtl'I get s her h.1t ond wi g knocked orr . But I "8.5 tryin g to obtain a balanced Ytew, 
to analyse the good and t,s! parts md trike a tatr SU:::OSng-up . or course, It :rou believe 
there are no t,ad part& tn a st. Fronk• a story .. even ln one you ha.ve never read - then 
you are not llkelY to eoeept the ordinary rules or literary crtttctm:i. Unkind peopl e 
Dight even sny you were prejudiced. 

J app ly these rule s when I mal.yse Olo.rles Hantlt on•s work as well. In No. 209 or 
c.n., ror em::i>le, I expressed ~ reasons tor dt s ltkt ns the Bunter boots , end tn the last 
AM.lsl I devoted a 1ltl0le art i cle to Q\Qrles HeDllton• a faults . There "8N no hecrtr elt 
cries or qu i sh trcD Kal:lllton rans cs a result ( could lt be that th ey ar e not ao touchy 
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as socrn) but G breath of crltlct sz:i or a s t. frank.ls story seem t o be considered equiva
lent to blosphe:rt ln some quarters. I m 3CCUSed by Non::ian Pragnell or locking good 
t.aste and bei ng o. party to an erTOr of JIXl&:EDent, IJld CG' crtaa ts that I used only atx 
words or praise ln aum.tng up• whoo I sa td that Travers ,ms an att.rOetlvc clll:lrocter orxt 
tho story was very ~le . Te G~s , Do the Lee-It.e s "ant ooth1'- but articles drtpptng 
with tul sooe prot se? Perhaps one or the mny self""'8Ppolnted F'Uhrcrs or the Nelson Lee 
oolW:n will Jay doYll a l:l!nhmm numer or words of pra is e. Perhaps one or th ese fQhrers 
c.lght even write a or ltl oal article hles?lt fer a change, Ins tead of naggi ng at thOs e ll'bo 
do. 

Curtou sl.Y enough , aJ.tholJah· the Hel.sai Lee ool tm11 want.a nothtng ,but unstinting adCl~ 
tlon t or Brooks , It has a d lff CNnt se t of stmdards t or dea ling "Ith Hacllton: here 
th ere ts no qtnlCl.lll raicber or wcrds or pra.Sse - only a auh::uc ru:at>er or dJ,ap8l"tlg11'18 
rerm1r.a. I he:v'e notteec:I the foll Oll'l't ng CQ?Dents ln Neent Nelson Lee Colunns:-

c.o. 1~ - Nelaon Lee pre ferable to l188,rlet and Cem tor watery stortea ( Cliff Lett-eY} 
c.o. 199 - Brooks tn sooe respects SJperior to Hac11 ton (Alex l'ar-sons} 
c.o. 200 - Bro<lk.S altcgcther a better 'M'lter than HaciUton (Ross Story) 
c.o. 203 - Brooka•s stories cbout it'()ersonattons better than Hacllt.on•s (H. Cbapcnn} 
c.o. ~ - BlllY Bunter, th e world' s biggest bore (Nonoon Pragn ell) · • 
c.o. 210 - Bunter never ~onvtnctng as a 11cntr1lOQUlst ( H. ChDia,i) 

ni.es e assert ions ~ or OBY" not be tru e. What ls \EdentoblY uue t s that the Nelson Lee 
coi.ur:n t a tull or •knocking ecp)" dlll)arag11'€ Rac tlton, am at th e a.ace tloe &JV hJnt of 
crttte l s;i of st. Fronk' s brl~s a hoWl of protest tut rore )y a ren soned argucent tn 
rdut.a.tt on. The Lee tnns reollY ~t haYe lt both r.i7s . CU.her they accept crtttcl.913 
ror both outhors on too sru::ie term , or el se they g lTC up • knock ing" Hatlllton al together. 
I f alQ tllat the censcrtou., F'\tlret's' tlN an:r1Cl1S to tit blinker s on a ll the 1111"1 ters tor 
the Nel son Lee colum, so thot ln th e end tt wtll s tnk tnto a co~ glow or euphori a• and 
th e colum can be rc-t aoed •L ett s l«)T Be Contl"C7'Vers1at.• 1 hope t«- r.he ~c or th e Lee 
r ons tllo.t this never .vippena', tor then r.he Colucn will be as tull aa dltdlJeter. 

Fi nally, bet ore YlY'one el s9 rep eats the mt s take or Norean Prngnell 'noo ArthJr 
Rollarxt, let oe CIOke Lt cl ear tha t I never satd t hnt puptls at r:,y 9Chool could wttte 
Nelson Lee st ori es. ltltl.t t did sr,y was that thef coul d wlt e a t ew paragra.it,s as good 
as those Quoted bf Ross Story when she attEIIIJ)ted t.o prove Brook.3 was a better wrl tct 
than HtJCJlton. t ncld~t.aJ.lY . I wst th.'.l'lk.11rs. 8totY tor her challen ging articl es. It 
wos her rorthridtt nt.:.ock llhlch oode DJ t.btnk once aaatn a.bout the Cle!"tt.s met deccrfts 
or st. Fronk' s and ct-= Nclsoo Lee. 

WHO'S \ffO o f- BOYS• WUT~ 
lU)!l IWJBTAATC1\A 

Brion Oo:yle 15/• 

Here. surel.7, M: ha're the Who' s Who to end a ll Who•s Whos. It t s a casstve plee e 
or worjc;, end excell ent. tver:, well-tmON'l naoe em:::,ng boy.st authJrs and artl sts seem to 
be tncl\ll ed• aoo, ~ tor as we 'con see, every not-SO""Well kna.1n nace as well. 

The amunt or tnton:iatlon gtvcn ts enornou.s, Md the bi g charm or tlle opus ls ' that 
coqietenc e ts allied with slq>U ct~ . It ls eaq to read; tully dei.ai l ed wttb..out being 
cocpl exi the cross r eferenc es are t.he last 'fKll'd tn etrtctency. One cm onlY stt back 
Md wonder at tlle l nrtntte pn tlcnc e or the ooq, U er , Brtan Doyle, 'lllho mat have pu t 
countless hoUrs lnto the prepo.ra.ttm or so slant a Wbo1 s Wba. • 

Its onJ.y drmfback could be that once a collector ort1s it, the to-sterY ot ihe cien be
hln:1 tM juYenUe ..-ttlng world l s a ll0'3tery no longer. Thett t i not.bing DDN tor 'fllhlcb. 
to l ook. No core sbOUld our edl tor lnl otrtee be SJtaDl)ed wt th l etters tree readers 1bl 
want to know MlO, lltlen. and 'llhat. But we expect (and hope) 0\0.t read ers will still tlnd 
.SO!ii!r.hlng to ,rt te about. 

prey~~t~!!Y ·~~:1~~:1~~ ~~~~[ec1th~~~f ~ ~~;., ~e~~.~ •bo 

~,r~~,f1naB .we,~ up. '" lt. .,eoni:itns .bwrs . ot plesant "en~ tnmen~ .':'. .,~~ .. back .to 



t1JPL,A NP Md NORTHERN HEET 1 Np 

9\l!S'f.C!:f!•d= !Ji !: :~ l ent weath er t or thi s long•antlctpo. ted oeet tna at the 

POl"C.lcn2 Howl , ChHterfJe ld , and Che ott eManc, or 24 1ra1 gretlt')' t r.i:, t atrly evenly 
dl'1.dtd betften the Nldlcnd md Northern Cl ubs - not rorg ettl ng Bi ll Lort s , Mio md e Ute 

1q Journey rl'Otl London. 
ceort'NY Wildt took the choir, Brk2 he had a spect~ word or welooce tor Counci llor 

ond Hrs , Adoos , ""10 had come along na guests or Toe,, Porter , hlNtlt a Councill or . 
CCU)ctll or Adam , who has just coq1l eted a year In ottJc e :is HJ¥or , spoke or th e pleasure 
he hlld derived rro a th e old bo,11 book.I tn the daYs or his youth , Ql'ld t rmk.ly ad.Cl.ltt.ed that , 
altboU&h be hac1 oet o gN& t mny people durtrc his terc or orrtc t , he had not been Ul')N 

or tht existence or th e Old Bays Boot Clubs, mxl was 'YCJ"Y pleased to learn abou t wi MCI 

M' a tes. 
Arter th e speeches W tntrodUct tcm we got dOM'I to bualneu with a qutz or 24 que9o

tton1 by F'rslk Hnnoock, Md tht .s was won by J ack Wood, the pr l:e being a Boys • Frtend 
LlbrtV'Y, 1caroen or Carden.shire ,' • ooe or Pent elowt s crtckettna yarns. Ceorrrey Wilde 
gaYe a ~lJt about t.hot dttllhtY North-Q;Juntry aemor or th e Fm:xw F'tve, Jct\n.r\Y Bull . 

Ceort . ~ us brle t17 tlrOUgbJohMJts career at Greyfrl ar s , Ind concluded "1th Nedtng1 
rroc two Hagnet.1 • tJd'wly Bull en U\C RWt,• mid •stx Boys tn a Boat , • ona or th e Water 

LtlY ser i es , tflt ch o.ppeeed In 19JJ - the last or th e ttagnet aa:iers. Ttiue lllultrated 
JOMnY's quo.lltl u or YorkshlN grt t ood obstinacy, and hi., reluctmce to tldtl1t defea t . A 

m st Interesting tt ec., 
This concludod the set part or t.ht progracce , aa M Md doc.lded to lea ve plen ty or 

t1DI tor dtscuasJon , and ;:Ive oett>era the chance to o.tr their vi ews about various t opics . 

Cecil Pcnscnb)' or Hl&hclt f tt proYecl to be o favourit e a1bleo t with several pooplt , and th e 
gent rol opinion semtd to be that Pon waa: a nry 11seru1 character , a.a llflenffer tbe pl ot 
requ i red ,,om J:ION-~ d trtY MJrk to be done , t or 'PlhJch a Creytrlar s mn would be 

expelled , Pon, l'lho or course , belqed to that very alack school, Htghc ltrt e , Mt brought 

t n t<l oo tt. Bill Lott s rct'IU'luXI thnt so tor noboc:I)' seem to han written an artic l e 

aboUt Poo,, 
HaM')' Brost.er had a tew word1 abOJt th e wrltlr,a s or Brook.I ~ HQCIJ.lt.on, and the 

adequaq, or othenr1N , or Hs:itl ton •, deacr-t ptt ons or f ootball md cr i cket mtchu : tor 
lnatUlce, do "' know tlbo Is the Rtm"' w1ckec.-teepen fflh apartc.ed otr en tntenst1rc 
dlicunton , and tt ,.a,a painted out th.1t In Yin or c. H,, ., trtcendc:IJs output or 1tortes 
abwt J:Ul1 schooU It was not S1J'1)rt1tng Jt IO::llD tOCOnslst enct u crept ln. Bo c,wy cio In 

tile works or other authqrs; Conan Doyle eoong thea. 
twn Websttr thM asked, how r:aiy expul.,t on, have there been r.roc Creytrtara and St .. 

J l otl? a,.i t.bls procl.Jced a bt t or haad-acratchlna all rciund. Jack Corbett rcmrttd ~t , 

&ltbCIU&h all th e Hanlltoo HQIIDUters .ere carried , thl rut or the aasters acea to have 

been bachelors , which W43 SJN-11 en wtl ltely s-tat.e of att ain. .tll Ults ~ ed otr DOI"• 

dl'®Hlon Bn:I rrt tnd l.Y oontrorerq . 
n,ere lfeN tnt er11t1ng ...-tete troo Toe Por t er , Ceottrey Wtld • , 11ol 17 Alllaon , Jack 

Bell t ll ld, Hany Broater , Bill Lot ti , Jock Cort,ett , and otllers , md this took u, along 
Vff1 pleaaen tlY t.o tt ve o•c l ock , lllhlch UT ITed all too soon. We ended our "tr'Y enjoyabl e 

Dfft.ln& with a ~11'7 - ft 1., ,rltln& the Bunt .. bOOka at tho momnt? 

\ 
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NeettgfJe~r:t1}!Ql'!'f: • do'rng ~un~ ~ cbatman tor the t trat time th.l's ye3r a party or t en 
enJoyed a happy oee tl ng despite the toot that the ttrst ttem tnfUct ed oo thee wa., a ten 
quest i on qut z . This "a.a set by t1fSClt mld was reasonoolY eaBJ' (so I th OU&ht) but. onlY 
coorge Chatham d ld fli¥ good Mc1 he wtth Wt two oon-eot. tbere was better res.llta with 
the ot.sstng letter gacie an-a,ged by Jack Belltt eld . There ,.oa a doubt a, to 111\o was tba 
most ·suocess tul so the prize put aside by Jack was t.nrlsterred to the Rcttle 1"tlfl by t.he 
Llbrnrtan-Chalnoon. I w:m th i s aeoood pr lz e (a B.r.L. by 1lfred Edgar) whil st Hoetge 
Corbett won th e tt r se prize (tw o B.r.t..) Jock Corbet t' s tte£1 was to be :i talk but. Instead 
ho hod Nl octed a rew •c eca or Ham.tl tootam ond these were read IDr hta bY hh wue . 
Collectors It ec waa No. 1 of the St.or)' Paper Collect.or . Am l Yersary H'Uctler was Hagnot 
No. 490 •nie Bounderta Wa.Y' • 47 yoors old . There was a reading tree Ted Oavq nnd a 
discuss ion introduced by Nol"tlln Gregor.,. DI.ri ng t be night there were a rew remarks 
passed abou t the Chesterf i eld re-union of th e prev i ous week. Cenerellf lt was eer.ced 
this WOUld b.aVe been o Mghly success tul at rair Md the ceals BnCl .serrtce ~ the PorUand 
Hotel st.3t r been or a h~gher standard . The dl acuaslon pre s ided aver bf Geotr Wilde was 
very enjO)"able COO io ewryone t s taste Wt the t ood and sen 1ce - loo.at said t.he better. 
One thing os tar as lildland Cl ub waa concerned., we bod the pl easure or me ttns John Mann 
ror the t lr n tl oe. Wlt:I John Toclln.,on putt i ng 1n an awearance also this he l,ped to 
mke LIP tor t he other ottor d l sappotnt.ocnts . KARRY 8RC8TD\ 

NO R TH ERN 

J1eetl~ be~S a~ 1 J Jth June •§1+: 
r J oee£ni attrncted m attenoonce or seventeen , which ls very sa tisf ac tory 

tl'ldaed. rcr a holiday cont.~ , and chtllnnn Geottl'W" Wild e ei:pressoo pleasure ot see ing audl 
a good tia'TroUt. tor lllhat. ,romsed to be a very ent.ert a lnlng event~ . 

Fi rst t i.em 10 the programe M1.S, a. piece of proae , set by Prank Hancock, with 45 
Ot'ltsstooa, all the Dlsa tag words betng ruEIOS troo tho old boys booltS Md cotnlcs. 11ol lY 
Allison won thi s wlth 31 con-ect, Gerry bei ng second wtth .}(), m ooorr . thtro wttl\ :::s. 
A.n tntenal t or re rrestnin.ts t oll OMd, ro.ther shorter than usual as we still had two 
It.ea., to cooe. 

11\e ttrst or th ese 1'6S th e Hacl l ton au1ra.cter ot tb o Honth , which "3S the one ond 
only Wll l l l'.ICI. George B1.11tu-, the choi ce or Elsle TaYlor. '4a Elsie ru:wited , It ls dl t t1• 
cult t o SaJ' anyth ing abou t Bunt.er thot has not already been sai d, but he SS certal nJ.y 
the cos t ce l ebrated character cre ated by Cha"l es HflDtlton; ht s n.m:,e ts n household word 
the world over, and th e MDC , too, ls so exactly ri ght. Hts t aults are l egion, but two 
things ot l east tlElY' be said l n his t aVOUl"; be ts not genera.Uy oallclws , and Nlen he 
bas pleney he like s other t allows to mare In t he good thi ngs . El sle retd en.ne ts t ra:i 
two Hoa:net stories , one rro a the •Block Rock t sland • ser ies which told how Tom Rectwl ng 
end hi s t nther rescued BUnter troo M cpen boot , Md how Bunter espreased h la gre.t lt ude 
ln hls uaual chan:ltng JOOnner. The other wn.s tro m. th e •BUnt e.r r s taster cruise • aer l.es , 
telling bow W1blcy, at Buntert s NCJ,lest, mir:ie ht ci up as a mlddle- esed FNncl'llla\ s, that 
he could go Md have a nu tter tn the oostnq& 11\ls wa, an excelle nt UOl!'l)l o of tile 
depths or Bunter •s fatuousness. l.ltogether a very dlvort. t ng hal t• hour. 

Jack Alli son provided th e last Item, llh1ch 1118.S ratl!.er out or th e ordtn.on-. Jack 11 
somethi ng or a Lat in schol or , Md ha recarksl that Lati n appears to tlgur o very pro tllnent
l.Y Sn the currtculua at GreYtrlor .s. We otten tlnd nr . QUelch taking the Remve In Lat in, 
Md the author ls tll.llos t nlWCIYs Virg il , Hts tallt wns entitled •Taite nten cy Li nes. • the 
twenty Unes being £nld XU, 81-100. Jack toot us thrrugb them as ttr. Quel ch might 
have done , tiu t wl th '1lrioua entertalntng asides, Md rtnl ahed "1th Dryden' s tro.nslatton 
ot the SD.me paasaee. UrJJsual arx1 tnterestl f18. 'l'bll took us on nl celY to h cne- tt me, am., 
nttcr a br i er tree-tOl"'-all about wr tous topics we departed. 
"'"'"'"' Next Heetll'lf, saturci.or .,, 6th Al:':§Uj'• """'""""-""""'"""""'"'"'""""" r.,, KANCX>CK.,. Hon.,, see . ........ . 
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The August aeetlng was held at Creytrt an , aet lElid:Jt the ptne trees noar 'Wokingham, 

Berks. nte hoat.s, &rte and Betty Lac'mce , ablY ou lsted by Chz-tattn e, &ew to It that 

nU"Yon• telt at hocN, ard r.bey put on a ntc e •tuw reed, 
Exeellant repcrta wen a ••• by both Che Hml ltonlan and Nelson Lee Ubrvlan.s , 

Roeer J et*.lna 1ttltld thlt tblN NN 900 boob In cl.rcUl.e.tton, and or th ese 6oo 1N!N 

ncneta. Bob BlY'tht repcrted that &ood Pl'OINH Ml been main ta ined by h1a 1tettoa , end 

that turther batches or Mel.son Lff oo.t.a1ogut1 aN tor aele a.t "1- plu s 1/- po1taee , 
Good progreaa we.a tndJootoo by Len Pecla::Jon tn tbt pnJ)(lratton or tho Sexton e1mc, 
06ta l OiU8, 

Brian Dayle had brought Along copt es or hll Whot s Who or 1uthors end lllu 1trotcn , 

At 151-, poat t'Ne , thl a ts a 1111t rcr all coll ect.era.. Bl"tM to ld ae that Edlnburgbts 

HUsN:I or Ch1 ldhoOCS had crdered a copy, 
'"1• outi ng to l'lllrgate and ktngqat.e on Sept, 13Cb wu dtacussed and 11.1ttoblt 

m?'an.gtments CN!de, 
Cb" Old Htll aect>er, Tom Porter , Md eode t he l ong journq to be pNscnt and talked 

on t he .aat or oollocttng, He alao took pert. In the dh eusaton on the respeettn oer tta 
ot Hmttr.ont a md Nellon Lee, R08t r Jenkins and almst everyone pr es ent had the lr SB¥, 

and th.JS dlm.1.Hlon MLS 'YOted Wltinh:1ouaJ.y aa tl'I ez.ceUent reaturt , Between thla debate 
end tea Roger oonlilot4d one ot h11 letter qul u u , Md &rte LOIC'enee read ) chopttr s 

rr.a - · .... t<S7. Toa Porte r propoacd a YOU ot t.honks to th e hosts tor Ml excellent neetlng , liitth 

Roger gll'tne lif ts to the station tor t.he trnln trav ellers, and tbe oth er cars Ci't'lt ne 
lJ#&Y, our thwghta were on the J)ro1Pecta or oeetlng once :igotn ot Hume HCllSe, tes t 

DlllW1ch , on SW'ldeY, AUgust 16th. - - - - - ... - UNQE BINJAHIN, 

NljR§§T§IP§ 

Nt•tlpt t!d o'¥f neaY:.iJfcd:,.~m, .:),R ot de, llfl.en we WIXl.ld llk t to las e on tht bt.ich or 
ro• tn the oomtry. CertalnlY not the de¥ tor attmdlng a mcett nc Indoors. Ttita CllSt 
ha'YG been hcM' aoce ot our oemers felt ns egoln the otteM:i.nc, wo.s smo.11. I m not 
eorplAlntng , however, o.s tin e SJJlZ1Y days are ao lntrequent ln thl a country that I suppose 
,.. shoul d cake the aoat ot one 'lllhen It arrt na , 

Norcon sin ua the tloonclal "port. Sld Ulen deal t with the oorrespondenet , li e 
dlteusaed the new £d.g.or Wal.lac• mnU\ly ttltch t, to be publ19hed aoae ttce thla aontb 
aM: t he general teel ln& • as that a.ch a publlc ott on wa., weleooe espec l allY atter the 

deo!H ot the s.B.L. 
The bUalnesa part or thi s oeeit ng was reccrded , but owing t o th e Stlllll ot t endance 

"' dec ided not to UN tbe second holt ot the tape Wlttl next oonth 'lllhen we hope to have 

o dl1CU.1s ton. 
At~ t eB I s,Naent.ed a 1. 0. quiz "'1J.eh tel flOO by Walter Prlch.ord tlb::> dtttated Pat 

Lott q In the I IMl. 
Non:xvl Progntll then esbd us to n:ae one bQJa' p(l)er end one cacle tor t'ltl"1 Jetter 

ot the Oll)het>et, 1111• was wm by Ben Hamlen llho wea obll to etn 29 naats out ot a 
po,stble (we think) 52. can MYbod)' think. ot M1 boya• books and e«lica b98IMtne with 

tht l eiter o, Q Md x. 
p1eau note Wt the npt aeettns ts on sunc:1tq, •wwst 2nd• 

BILL WI !GOil 

!:L!...!!..!.1. Kagn.ets Ho. 829, 873p 875, 882, 884, 888, S.O.L. No, 6o. 

JOO, BrmflAP ROAD, ~· 
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No. t or tht1 new mnth.1¥ ma&BZlne ts attroct tTe. The fon:tlt le Up-top . ao;1 the 

plnJn numertng or the ts.su e will pl e034 every collector. Print type u excellmt md 

the poper t s of Jun th e r1 £,ht QU.lll ty Qtx2 r.hlcJcness . 
f op or the bill ls o novel ett e nrltt-en by &dgOl' Wa ll oce wa, back In the roort n.g 

twenties . Less sexy end le ss violent thon the run or oodem t.Qles or Uie cl:sas - and 

none the worse tor tb3t - 1 t ls 03:!1 all the rxre Interesting by the breath or nos tal gia 

'llhlch I t cmTt es . . 

A.rttalr Kent• s story or 5t1J.fJl}1ng t s good and WJJaual . I t wwld h3tt been even are 

W"msua.1 and no less good If Clark ?ud\ft spent soCl! tl ce beneath one :fleet wtt.h Janice , 

the '°'-lch or .-.Ose Ups wns a sort , t lng].tng eloc trt e shock . Hartin T1lom!ls oontl" tbutC!s 

a short , strol.shtt ol"IIW'd thr iller 'lillch will pUue renders , ond Yem Hansen' s storY ho.s 

so C3lY charact ers that lt ts .o. ~ Stet7' t ndeed . A neat llttl e I c.ea by Rex Oo}J)htn t s 

welc:coe, Md Arth.Lr Kent clso presmts a feature In which ho re--tell s a ren1-ure crt ce 

stocy, In this case one frot'I Amcrten. We hope he reo erber1 th.lt tbcnt Dr'& SJJ:18 English 

re.al-11 re cr1oes Ylh1ch are worU'I the ro-toll l na. The pubU c never tires ot thera. 

Altoe;cther , Dfftt ts o. pall!. '1lble Deal tor t he cn,ual J)Ul'(:.hascr . A good •rcs td enf,.11 

detec tt n , no, ult~oodem, MJUJ.d bo on obYloua asse t .10 rar as older readers .re 

concerned. 
We welcoce th t s new pcr lod lcol . It hos sto.rted well. We ll'l sh It lone l lt o ond 

ever)' success. 

( Interesttnc It ems from ffl e 
&dl tor•s Leti.er-b ac} 

~t~ ! t~~a; ~:a~~"c:~ ;, ~::; 1:;: ~: :CO:~!~; ~ ~:: ~~~ ~~ In 

~ =~\~~~t 1ttra;3~~ ~:!v~ ~ ~:St~~~ ~~ould 

poss ible ror you to give us o. Buddle treat nery oontll. 

~rn'!,t •1~:~~:~;ct
1

iaD1~~ ~eem~~ =\~~gn~o~d:;:s 

Briti sh Md tor stn t loental N:a.sona t like to hlrt e In r:, 1tuaY a token or what• to oe , 

~ o Yer)' dear Md 'ftlolesooe period . 

~l~~=~r~; : ~~l~~:\~nU: ~u~~t~~t~~e!t~~~~WIQS 
cre ature.s like lk.cl ttons ll'IU\ "t rgs . It wns In i.he days thct t.h8 BQJta ti.lg teo.tured 

Falcon Bwltt , thl a:inoc l ed IIDl""hlmtcr , and a gNQtl.y prot.roc ted • blooc:1-drtppt,_. serial 

b)' John Kunter entitled •The unseen Terror ,• .tlere Harner , tlle Bl aekgu.lrd Kine o f 

Heuston • lolloped Md tit ted" roum th e ta-n , terrlt)'tng everybody. 

JOON TQt1.lt§C!! (Burton-m-Trent ) : I s It ll'ISc , as scnl seea t o do , to llolt one • .s re:id l rti 
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to on1Y' Ol a Boys t Bociks? Suraly to t1lx tn wlth UM!D oore adult rending ad:3s t nJoycaent 

to the hobby. Hy own other roms or reading a.rt Sherl ock Hol mes, .solvt ng Dl cken., 
•ttyst ery ot Edwln Drood ,• :i.nd oooe m tro.nal nt1 on1 or the scri pt ure s. J.. st rcnoe CIOCfleY, 

d id you s.lY? 

~ (Cl npha:I Park) : 1 was Inte re st ed to reoo l n c .o . about Rottl es . I rccecb er 

reod t nc the Key N.ln stor i e s In tJ'tt r lr s t Sext.on Sl nke A.nrml Md 'The A. R. P. 11::,'s t er')"I In 

Ute s.s. Li brary , thouch I Dl3t han otsscd •s en on Blcke vcrsu .s R.atCl es' Md • Ret tlu • 
er toe tn Gtbrolt.ar . • l have never seen the Rattl es seri es In t.ht Thril ler , '*11c:h 
tnet dcntn.llY , ,c s one or ~ tavourtt o papers , rotnIY due to Norron ConQuest . 

~~le;~ t~=~ ~~~ ,:~h!~ :.:~ !r~~ t ~~~ :;; o~t~~u~ ~~!rcn 
thrOUah tbe 1me1 or cem ry rccaJ U ne so c,any ehtrldled It em l one forgot ten , l re fer 
to Chips , casey COUrt, Bot.tics & co, the ortt ce boys , the FU.nny Wonder, Ceolc cui.s, not 
t.o PClltl on t he mor e ser ious nor tea tn the s .o.i.., B, f'. L., Bull seye , RMger , PJlot , 
ChL\r.l)ton , and so on, What a nos talc tc oerr.,-go--rcund & 

~f'3ii~1fn~~~:,~~~i11 Lo~ 1~r}~~~o~ rea:~. vo:~eJ~~/ ~~c=l~~t~cx;~: !~.l~~:s~~ 
ort lclal record s atve Cordon Cnrr Md w. J . B.iyrl eld .lS bct ne two d isti nct lndtvl<IJ..:ils. 

t t ,cs t "910 co.n to H erbcrt Leckenby, mny c.YIY Yc:JrS :i.co, the ln rof'tl.lt I on tro t 

thef ...eN one and th e sme Pff'aofl . l'toreover , It ha.wens to be co1nc t , no oet t er fltult 
•ot tJ ctal record.fl s.:1.1. I thi nk I c.:o', wit hout unduly tnn ot tng r:v chest , SCI)' tll:Jt I 

know t ho l'II'l tt ng or w. J . Beytl eld , ,bo ,ro t e cht e(l y wx:ler th e MDe or All en Bl a ir . I 

hnve teen re !ldt nc hl o nl l w l tr o, ever sinc e I was ll IX>Y ot 12, 000 I k.now his pl ots , 
s eylea or wrl tl ne,1 manncrt SC'IS1 e tc ., aa well a., lV'lYbodY coul d be expected to know a 

,rtt er . t o cake doubl.Y sure , however, I hm e r eaicl very coretuU, •Behi nd Pr13on Walls9 

by cordon c:u-r , cw, •sen tenced tor Li te' by Ul en Bl .1tr , .y,c1 tt these two stor l u are not 
wrttt.en ~ t he s.JDO autho r , then all 1 can $l.V' l s I a.i.st be get t ing Vet"/ weak tn the head 

1n Ql' ol d age . 

: t>.ltl.RB~~u~a=!' be~t sh:t:!s 1~0op~e~ ~ = ~i:~rl~1~1~ ~::r:O~~!e been 

re lldt ng t he 01cest. 
J.nta1illa: soys CMn, 80Q.it 1 Chm , Ch:q, t on, Rad io run , c;rcy rrt m-s Holt dal' , toe Brotm•s 

SchooldQ"s. 
tty rr 1end 8D1U'I (T. s . Reid) , Chor.l)t on Ltbror t es , Boys rr tc nd Ll brcr t es , surr ni o Bill , 

Boys Reoln root ~ ll Ltbr.ll'Y, Dick Turptn , Stlv cr Joclcet, Boys Hataz lne , Seel.It, Boys or 

CnglMd (1874) , Twnc Brl tn ln , The Boys Jo urnal , The t!arv cl , VMgUM'd, Popular , Modern 
Boy {( eaturtne Ce.pt.:iln Jus ti ce stor i es) , Det ectl n WecklY, Thr iller , Pl ude, CNadnwght , 
Tbe Sport , LtbrerY , 1nlC! Bl ue , The <:apt.aln, Ol.m , C:r-eyt r tar-s Herald , A.ust rcl t m CoDics , 

Boys run Poper , Hodoro Wonder, Express , Boys F'rlend, Ch.'.lq,l on , Boys Realo , Boys Ben , 
S COOll, noctem WOl"ld '!tic St.,.rtler_, Rover Md A<!Venwrt? Li on! VCll nnt & Knockout , Fanta sti c 
/.ctYenwre , Weird T;!es { .lnerl eM Det ectiv es , A:merl QM ~tortl t ectl ve~ A.cxlrlcoo Tru e 
Poli ce , .Aoer tenn Old T DC-wes t cm , Do t t Yours elf (Hobbyl er Hobbyl 1t s) ., 
DoMlO ~ cit_, Pl• , Peop. e, Po:t.i o:lcrs Dlges~._ Bays llor , Look & ceorn , 
Knowl edge, Hot.spur , ltnoeKout~ E Scout . ( 200 Al.bw:I, Parade & Bll ght y , 
2 to }00 pii, er backa, etc . ~ T: Adver ti ser , In order or pr e tt Nnce s eeks;. 
l'IOMt tr Li brar ies , 11n(;nets , • • • .. . seye:1, £n&:Ush Coat es , ete . 

fJW« L, JQl)1T, 62, BRJTA.lfj{A StREEt, ~. ~ . ~-

SORRY, AUSTRALIA! Owing to the postal dis put e , we did not receiv e t he 
Austra li an moot i ng report in tic e for inclusion in t hi s i ssu e , 

r.dl ttd ~ Eri c F".lyn11 txe el.s tor Rou.se, Crave Road, Burblton , SU?TeY. 
Dq,ll entld bf Tork Dupli cat ing Sa"Ylcu , 12n The Sb.D l es , Yorit. 


